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In today’s Gospel reading we heard the story of our Savior’s healing of a centurion’s servant
in the city of Capernaum. The centurion did not even ask Christ to come to his home: “Lord, |
am not worthy for you to come under my roof; but only say the word, and my servant will be
healed” (Matt. 8:8). Thus, the Lord performed the miracle according to the faith of the
centurion.

The Gospel once again reminds us about the significance of faith in our lives. Faith, as the
apostle Paul says, “is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen”
(Heb. 11:1). When unbelievers ask us: “How can you prove that God exists?” — perhaps we
may not have rational proofs and arguments which would inevitably lead a person to faith.
However, we can say that God in many ways has revealed Himself to us in our lives. We
believe, because we experience the Divine presence when we go to church and when we pray
at the Divine Liturgy and receive Holy Communion. We believe, because God’s providence
works in our personal lives. This is the conviction of the invisible of which the apostle Paul
speaks.

Throughout the centuries this faith has helped the saints to perform miracles. During times
of persecution, it strengthened confessors and martyrs to firmly stand for Orthodoxy, even if it
cost them their lives. For hundreds of years this faith has inspired the prophets, the apostles,
and the luminaries of the church — all who labored for piety and taught the people the truths
and laws of God. Today it is this same faith which transfigures and sanctifies our lives.

Faith, according to the apostle, is the assurance of things hoped for, because, although
each of us awaits eternal life, and hopes that the Lord in His unfathomable mercy will grant us
the Kingdom of Heaven after we pass into eternal life, we already now, in our earthly lives,
enter into the Heavenly Kingdom. The assurance of things hoped for is already here.

We enter the Heavenly Kingdom every time we go to the Divine Liturgy in order to receive
the Holy Body and Blood of our Savior, because through Holy Communion God unites Himself
with us. He does not merely come to us, does not simply look at us, does not simply reveal
His benevolence. He becomes part of our spiritual and physical being. He permeates our
body because His Blood flows through our veins, and our entire human existence is renewed
by His Divine grace.

This is what we receive through faith. Life without faith is a life of illusion. Many people who
do not have faith think that they are living. It seems to them that they are happy and fulfilled
with pleasures, but all of these pleasures quickly dissipate. Today a person has joy, and
tomorrow he has grief and sorrow, with no understanding of the purpose of his existence.

The person who has faith is someone who knows why he is living. His life is defined by
spiritual orientations. The person of faith understands that he must not live only for himself but
also for others. He understands that in life it is necessary to gather that wealth, of which it is
said, “neither moth nor rust consume” (Matt. 6:19), — the incorruptible wealth that goes with us
into eternal life.
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