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     Two blind men were sitting on the roadside, and learning that Jesus was passing by, cried 
out to Him:  “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on us!”   The Lord had compassion on them and 
healed them.  They received their sight and saw that which they had never seen before:  the 
world around them, people, trees, and the sky above.  A new life was opened to them, because 
the Lord had touched their eyes (Matt. 9:27-31).

     The same thing happens with everyone who goes from unbelieving to having faith.  Many 
people have travelled this path.  Many, who have lived for years or decades in unbelief, 
subsequently gain their spiritual sight and become believers, after being touched by God in a 
hidden and sacred manner.  This spiritual experience was perhaps more significant for them 
than for others who regain the ability of sight after years of blindness, because a person who 
does not believe in God, although he sees the world around him, does not understand the 
meaning of life; does not see the interconnection of the events of his life with the lives of the 
people around him.  He does not see the connection between the past, the present, and the 
future; does not see the finger of God in his destiny and in the life of the world around him.

     Authentic clarity only occurs when the Lord touches a person’s spiritual eyes.  The Lord 
reveals Himself to people in various ways, but a person cannot have faith only on his own 
initiative, only because of some kind of logical proof, or because someone has somehow 
convinced him to believe in the existence of God.  True faith does not consist of believing that 
God exists someplace far away in Heaven, but in feeling the presence of God everyday in every 
second of our lives; by experiencing the breath of God’s grace in all of our daily activities and 
by being guided in everything that we do by the commandments of God.  A person can only 
call himself a believer when he feels the presence of God and tries to live according to the 
commandments of God.  Otherwise there is spiritual blindness, the inability to see the hand of 
God in our destiny, and the inability to understand the events which occur around us.  
Otherwise there is grumbling, anger, perplexity, and inner lack of acceptance of what we 
experience in our lives, such as a streak of misfortune, temptation or poverty.  Otherwise we 
are unable to experience the authentic joy that comes from God.  When a person does not 
have heavenly blessings, he is incapable of finding satisfaction in earthly blessings.

     The Church gives man the plenitude of life, and God touches the heart of man in order to 
give him life, even life abundantly (Jn. 10:10).  God did not create the Church in order to restrict 
man, in order to place upon him some kind of unbearable burdens, or to make his life boring or 
gloomy.  Quite the opposite.  The Lord gives mankind the Church and faith in order to acquire 
the spiritual vision to perceive the reality underlying the events of the visible world — in order, 
while looking at the green grass, the oceans, the lakes and the seas, man would be able to 
experience, through all of these things, the Creator, and understand that no kind of human 
power or random accident is able to create that which God has created.  God gives man the 
Church and faith so that when seeing those around him he would not think that they are merely 
random people, who appear today in our lives and tomorrow disappear, but in order to 
understand that that every person is sent to us by God, that there are no random encounters, 
and that every encounter with another person has behind it a special significance.  We socialize 
with each other in order for the Lord to unite us and because the Lord wants us to be together 
and to help each other.

     When the person who has faith sees before him someone who is suffering, he does not say 
that this is by chance; he understands that if there are people around him who are infirm and 
suffering, then he must help them.  The Apostle Paul, in today’s epistle, calls upon us:  “We 
who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak” (Rom. 15:1).  The Lord calls upon us 
to be spiritually strong, so that we might bear the infirmities of other people, but this is 
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impossible if we don’t have spiritual sight; if we do not understand why these infirm people 
appear around us.  

     Everything in this life is interrelated, nothing is random or by accident.  Randomness is 
believed by those who do not believe in God.  They believe in grumbling, in fate, and in 
superstitious signs.  They give themselves over to every kind of superstition, because authentic 
and living faith is absent from their hearts.  When a person has authentic faith, then everything 
around him comes together to form a coherent picture, and he understands that the Lord 
guides his entire life, the life of the people around him, and the life of the surrounding world.

     Let us beseech the Lord, that He would always grant unto us the illumination of a strong 
faith, that He would open our spiritual eyes, and that we would be able to perceive the meaning 
of everything that occurs around us.  Let us beseech Him to make us spiritually strong, so that 
we may be able to bear the infirmities of the infirm and help our neighbors.  Let us ask, through 
the prayers of the Most Holy Theotokos and all the saints, that the Lord will keep us safe, 
steadfast, and firm in the Orthodox faith, through which we are saved and receive eternal life.


Translated from the Russian by Archpriest Peter Olsen, 16 July, 2026 
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