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Once when St. John Maximovitch was visiting Orthodox patients in the hospital, a Jewish
woman stopped him and asked him to pray for her son who was lying ill in one of the rooms.
Although St. John was a Gentile, this Jewish woman’s love for her son did not stop her from
asking St. John for help. St. John visited the boy and prayed for him. Likewise, the fact that
the boy was Jewish did not stop him from accepting the mother’s plea for help. He prayed for
and helped anyone who was in need, Orthodox and non-Orthodox alike. It made no difference
to him. He loved all people, the same way that God loves all of us, making no distinction
between Gentile and Jew. After praying for the boy, He told his mother, “Don’t worry, you’re
Moishe (which is Moses in Hebrew) will be alright. That same boy later converted to Orthodoxy
and became one of St. John’s altar boys. Fr. John Parker, Dean of St. Tikhon’s Seminary, said
that when visitors came to his church, he never asked them what religion they were. Everyone
was received with acceptance and love, regardless of their background.

There was another incident in Shanghai when St. John came to the Jewish hospital to visit
the Orthodox patients there. Passing through one ward, he stopped in front of a screen,
concealing the bed upon which an elderly Jewish woman lay dying. Her family members were
awaiting her death nearby. The saint raised a cross above the screen and loudly proclaimed:
“Christ is Risen!”, upon which the dying woman regained consciousness and asked for water.
St. John approached the nurse and said, “The patient wants to drink.” The medical staff was
stunned by the change which had taken place in the woman who only moments earlier was
dying. Soon the woman recovered and was discharged from the hospital.

Today a pagan centurion comes to Jesus and humbly asks the Lord to heal his servant who
was very ill and lying paralyzed at home. Although he was a pagan, he firmly believed that
Jesus was a man of God and had the power of healing. Jesus offered to go to the centurion’s
home and heal his servant The centurion replied, “I am unworthy that you should come under
the roof of my house.” Orthodox Christians repeat these words and remember the centurion’s
example of humility each time we say our pre-Communion prayers. According to Roman law
and the standards of society at that time, Jesus, as a Jew, was beneath the centurion, and
subject to his authority. But you wouldn’t know it by the centurion’s demeanor and the way he
speaks with Jesus. The centurion knew that if a Jew entered the house of a pagan, he would
become ritually unclean. Therefore, besides having humility, the centurion did not want to
create a problem for Jesus by having Jesus come into his home, so he offers an analogy,
comparing his military authority to Jesus’ spiritual authority. The centurion proclaims his strong
faith in Jesus’ authority with God and says “Just say the word and my servant will be healed.”
Jesus marvels at the centurion’s faith, and alluding to the Gentiles who come to faith in Jesus,
the Lord proclaims that “many will come from east and west and sit at table ... in the kingdom
of heaven.”

What is faith? Where does it come from and how do we get it? Faith, first of all, is always a
gift from God. Jesus says, “I am the Resurrection and the Life.” Jesus acknowledges that He
is the Christ, the Son of God. The gift of faith is offered to all, but the individual’s heart must be
sincere, honest, have no guile, and have love in order to be able to respond in a positive way to
this precious gift which the Lord offers us. Another part of faith in Jesus is trust. It is not
wrong to ask from deliverance from evil or grievous circumstances. Even our Savior Himself
prayed to His Heavenly Father on the eve of His execution, “If it be possible, take this cup from
Me.” However, trust means that when we don’t understand why God allows our misfortunes,
or if it seems that God is slow to answer our prayers, we still have faith in Him and do not
doubt. Job lost everything, but one thing he never lost was his faith and trust in God. Another
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part of faith is love. The Lord wants us to love him. Jesus tells us that if we love Him then we
will keep His commandments and the Lord will manifest Himself to us. So we love the Lord by
keeping His commandments and the Lord loves us in return and manifests Himself to us.

May all of us follow the example of humility as demonstrated by the centurion, and may all
of us have firm faith and trust in the Son of God our Lord Jesus Christ, to the glory of the
Father, and by the grace of the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.
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