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The ancient greco-Roman city of Gadara, or most likely Gerasa, is located in modern day 
Jordan near the sea of Galilee.  Gerasa was ruled by King Herod until his death in 4 B.C., and 
during the time of Jesus it had a large Jewish population.  As soon as Jesus steps onto the 
shore from the boat, a man approaches Him who is possessed by a multitude of demons.  The 
Lord always shows compassion to everyone who comes to Him for healing.  The Lord’s love 
knows no bounds.  At times, He even goes so far as to raise people from the dead, among 
whom was His own personal friend Lazarus.

     We know that our world consists of not only what is visible to our physical eyes, but there 
also exists an invisible world, no less real and active in our lives than the physical world.  This 
invisible world consists of good spirits: the angels, and evil spirits: the demons.  The angels 
support us, protect us, and encourage us to resist sin and temptation.  At the time of our 
baptism we are assigned a Guardian angel, one particular angel who always remains with us, 
and stands by our side.  Even in times of sin, our Guardian angel still protects us, hoping that 
some time in the future we will repent.  Every time we sin, we are consorting with the demons.  
The man in today’s gospel has invited the demons into his heart and soul and mind to such a 
degree, that they have completely taken possession of him.  The demons are powerless when 
they are confronted by the Lord.  When the demons who are possessing this man see Jesus, 
they are seized with terror.  They fear the eternal torment which awaits them in the future.  
Jesus orders the demons to come out of the man.  He asked the name of the demon [for there 
is power in knowing the name], and the demon answers “Legion,” for there were many demons 
who possessed this unfortunate man.  The original meaning of the word “legion” is that it was 
the principal unit of the Roman army, comprising 3000 to 6000 foot soldiers, with cavalry.  
Hence, “legion” in broader usage, simply means a very large number, or a multitude, or “many.”

     The demons hate not only mankind, but all of God’s creatures.  Seeing a herd of swine 
nearby, they ask the Lord “not to cast them into the abyss”, but to allow them to enter into the 
swine.  Notice first of all that that on their own they have no power at all, that they must ask the 
Lord for permission to enter into the swine.  Secondly, notice the extent of the Lord’s mercy, 
how He even shows pity to demons when they ask something from Him.  Having given them 
leave to enter into the swine, out of their malice towards all of God’s creatures, they cause the 
swine to run over the cliff and to perish into the sea.  If the Lord did not restrain the power of 
the demons, they would destroy all of us and all of God’s creatures the same way.  Why does 
the Lord permit the demons to cause the swine to perish in the sea?  First of all, it was unlawful 
for the Jews to keep pigs, for pork is not kosher and pigs were considered to be an unclean 
animal according to the Hebrew Law.  Secondly, the swine become a sacrifice for our sake, so 
that we may understand by this very graphic incident the true nature of evil and sin, and that if 
we follow the path of sin, we too will perish like these swine.  During the service of Baptism, 
several prayers of exorcism are read by the priest over the candidate who is to be baptized.  In 
one of these prayers addressed to the demons, the priest says “Acknowledge the vainness of 
your might, which has not power even over swine.”

     The people of the city, having heard how the demoniac was healed, “are seized with fear” 
and come out to Jesus and ask Him to leave their city.  The Holy Fathers comment that this 
fear on the part of the populace, as well as their request that Jesus leave their city, was not 
based on good or pure intentions.  What they feared was that this uninvited Miracle-worker 
would upset the status quo and disturb the normal routine of their daily lives.  They already 
received a financial blow when several thousand heads of their swine perished in the sea, and 
this when He was only approaching the city!  They were afraid of what else could happen and 
what else they would lose if He actually entered into their city!  Thus, the fear that seized them 
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was selfish and sinful.  The almighty dollar did not prevent them from raising non-kosher cattle.  
They could play legalistic games and claim that they themselves were not eating the pork, but 
raising the cattle to sell to the Gentiles; but this is just another example of their hypocrisy and 
greed.

     Christianity and Orthodoxy are a way of life.  It involves much time and dedication if we take 
our Christian faith seriously.  For the sake of the Lord, the Christian life also entails much self-
sacrifice.  Woe to the modern day Gadarenes who tell Christ to leave them alone, that they 
don’t want Him to disturb their routine and daily way of life.  Woe to those who do not keep the 
commandments of God because of their pursuit of money and self-indulgent carnal pleasure.  
Whenever the Devil and the demons tempt us to behave this way, let us always remember the 
example of the demoniac who was healed by the Lord, and let us also remember the herd of 
swine who perished in the sea.  Let us instead always run out to meet the Lord and invite Him 
into our homes and into our lives.  Let us always live according to the way of Christ, that being 
always faithful and willing to accept the way of Christianity, the Lord will ultimately grant us 
eternal life, and salvation for our souls!  Amen!        
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