JESUS HEALS THE GADARENE DEMONIACS
Matthew 8:28-9:1
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In Acts 16:16 it is recorded that when Paul and Silas were in Philippi (Macedonia, northern
Greece) a slave girl was there who “had a spirit of divination.” She followed Paul and Silas for
many days proclaiming “These men are servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to you
the way of salvation.” Paul cast the demon from her by saying “I charge you in the name of
Jesus Christ to come out of her.” From that time forward she lost her power as a soothsayer,
her power having come from the demons.

The first time that St. Nektarios stepped foot on the island of Aegina, a 15 year old boy
named Spyros, pale and hungry and rolling on the ground and frothing at the mouth, began to
cry out, “The Bishop is coming, come out and greet him ... The saint who will save the island is
coming.” This boy who often foretold the future, while still lying on the ground, continued to
cry out, “the bishop is coming from Rizarios (the school where St, Nektarios served as Dean) ...
God has shown pity on this place ... the Bishop of Pentapolis is coming. He is coming to save
the place. He will build a church and will start the largest monastery.” St. Nektarios stood over
the boy and turned his face towards the heavens. He lifted his bishop’s staff, closed the child’s
mouth and began to pray, “Spirit of Python, wicked and unclean spirit, | command you in the
name of Jesus Christ the crucified, come out from this young man ...” Instantly Spyros was
healed. He sighed and stood up. He opened his eyes, bowed, and kissed St. Nekatrios’
hand.1

In today’s Gospel, when Jesus enters the country of the Gergesenes he is met by two fierce
demoniacs who say to him, “What have you to do with us, O Son of God? Have you come
here to torment us before the time?” There was a herd of swine nearby, a non-kosher animal
that was forbidden to the Jews. Swine are known for their filth and uncleanness. The
demoniacs beg Jesus, “If you cast us out, send us away into the herd of swine.” Jesus fulfills
their request. He heals the demoniacs and casts the demons into the herd of swine, who run in
a frenzy over the cliff and perish in the sea.

Demons cannot possess a person of their own volition. It is the person who must invite
them in before they can take possession of anyone. We do not know how a girl, a boy, and the
two men in today’s Gospel lived, and what they did that allowed the demons to take such
complete control over them. Every sin and every temptation has a demon as its source. We
are all sinners, but that does not mean that we should fear the demons. If we recognize sin as
evil, if we truly struggle with our sins and temptations, if we abhor our sins and are struggling
with God’s help to cleanse ourselves from sin, then demons cannot take control of us as they
did to the young slave girl in the Book of Acts, the boy Spyros on the island of Aegina, and the
Gergesene men that Jesus encountered. There are levels of sin and there are degrees of evil,
and even a young girl and a 15 year old boy are capable of voluntarily succumbing to extreme
evil.

Jesus has the power to do whatever He wants with the demons. Notice that the mercy of
the Lord is so limitless and without bounds that He even takes pity on demons when they beg
Him to cast them into the herd of swine. The lesson in today’s Gospel is not meant to terrorize
us or to frighten us. Hopefully, what we heard in the Gospel today will inspire us to be good
soldiers of Christ and not falter in our daily spiritual warfare against sin and temptation. Say
your prayers, keep the fasts the best that you can, forgive those who offend you, hate no one,
judge no one, love everyone, and show kindness to those who need help. Try to make peace
with everyone and forget wrongs that are done to you.

In the apse over the altar there is typically a large icon of the Mother of God. Usually it is
the icon known as Platytera ton Ouranon, “She who is more spacious than the heavens.” That
is because the greatest intercessor on our behalf is the Theotokos, who entreats her Son, most
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often depicted as Pantokrator deep with the recesses of the highest cupola of the church. She
is our greatest heavenly protectress and defender. Let us always turn to her for comfort and
help that she may intercede on our behalf with her Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. Thursday we
begin the Dormition Fast. Let us all keep the fast and our spiritual struggles the best that we
can so that with spiritual joy we may greet the Holy Feast of the Dormition of the Mother of
God (August 15). If we have a legitimate reason not to be in church on Panagia’s feastday,
then don’t forget that it is a holy day dedicated to her, and keep it in prayer and as holy as
possible in respect for the Mother of God. Most Holy Theotokos save us! Amen.

1 Saint Nektarios, The Saint of our Century by Sotos Chondropoulos, Athens, 2004,
publications “KAINOYPI'IA TH”
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