HOLY PENTECOST
Acts 2:1-11, John 7:37-52;8-12
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After the resurrection, when the Lord appeared to the holy apostles, He told them that
repentance and forgiveness of sins should be preached in His name to all nations (Lk. 24:47).
As the Lord ascended into heaven, His parting words were”Go therefore and make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all that | have commanded you” (Matt. 28:19-20). Prior to beginning
this great mission of evangelization, Jesus instructed His disciples to first stay in the city until
they would be “clothed with power from on high” (Lk. 24:49), in other words, until the Holy
Spirit would descend upon them. It is this great event that we celebrate today on the feast of
Holy Pentecost.

Immediately after receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit, not a second was wasted to fulfill the
command of the Lord and to begin the great mission of the Christians to evangelize the world.
St. Peter immediately offers a homily to everyone present and preaches salvation through
Jesus, who is both Lord and Christ, who was crucified at the hands of lawless men, rose from
the dead, and sits at the right hand of the Father. That same day about 3000 converts were
received by repenting for their sins and receiving holy baptism. This was the beginning of the
Christian Church.

Today, now more than ever, there is a great need for a deep and strenuous effort to practice
evangelization. All the European nations and our own United States of America were founded
upon Christian principles. All of the founding documents of these nations make direct
reference to God and the Lord. Gradually, over time, Europe and the U.S. have become more
and more secularized, and have drifted more and more away from traditional Christian values.
In 2016, an opinion poll conducted in Great Britain by the National Centre for Social Research
found that 53 percent of those who responded said they do not belong to any religious
confession. Among those aged from eighteen to twenty-five, the number of non-religious is
higher — 71 percent. When a similar poll was taken in 1983, only 31 percent of those
questioned stated that they did not belong to any confession. Thus, over the course of 33
years, the number of non-religious increased by 20 percent. Calculations of the Pew Research
Center predicted in 2015 that by 2050 there would be 99 million fewer Christians in Europe. In
the United States the picture isn’t any brighter. A gallup poll taken in 2021 found that less than
half of U.S. adults (47 percent) said they belong to a church, synagogue or mosque.

In the U.S. there is no national religion, and the U.S. constitution guarantees every American
the right to worship as he chooses. However, experts will tell you that Christianity remains the
most persecuted religion on the planet. After WWII in the context of the Cold War it was firmly
believed that Western civilization is closely tied to Christian values and had to be defended
against the atheistic Communist threat. It is frightening that today, however, in Europe and in
the U.S. we have elected political officials at the highest level who are openly and avowedly
socialist and Marxist. In the name of “human rights” and “tolerance,” with the support of the
media, the language of hatred and criminal prosecution are hurled at anyone who propagates
traditional Christian values and morality.

In 2017, Metropolitan Hilarion Alfeyev, in an address delivered at an international
symposium On the Christian Future of Europe*, compared the modern-day decline of
Christianity in the western world to the situation in the Russian Empire before 1917: “Over
many years the aristocracy and intelligentsia had abandoned the faith, and were then followed
by common people...In Russia before 1917 nobody ever proposed that the collapse of a
centuries-old Christian empire would happen and that it would be replaced by an atheistic
totalitarian regime. And even when that did happen, few believed that it was serious and for
long.” A “terror took place under the banner of a communist ideology that fought ferociously
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against religion. Millions of believers were subjected to the cruelest of persecution,
harassment, discrimination and repression — from mockery and dismissal in the workplace to
imprisonment and execution by firing squad. The Church in those years produced a great
multitude of martyrs and confessors for the faith who, as St. Paul said, “were tortured, not
accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a better resurrection: and others had trial of cruel
mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment” (Heb 11.35-36).” This is
what happens when nations abandon God, but above all, when nations renounce their
Christian heritage.

Now, more than ever, just like on that first Pentecost over 2000 years ago, we Christians
must renew and reaffirm our commitment to obey the solemn commandment of the Lord to
evangelize and to spread the Good News of our Savior Jesus Christ. In the words of
Metropolitan Hilarion, Christians should stand shoulder to shoulder to defend the values upon
which our nations were built. The future, and the salvation of the entire world depends on it.
Amen.

* See the full text of Metropolitan Hilarion’s address at https://mospat.ru/en/news/48190/
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