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North Creek is a small town in the Adirondack mountains about 80 miles north of us here in
Watervliet. It is an area known for skiing, hiking, and other outdoor recreational activities.
While | was still a Delivery Supervisor in the Postal Service, | worked for a time as the Acting
Postmaster of the little post office in North Creek. | only had a few employees working under
me. My duties and responsibilities as a Delivery Supervisor were far greater in comparison.
Because North Creek is such a small post office, part of my duties as Acting Postmaster was
to perform the duties of a clerk, including working on the window, which in postal jargon means
directly dealing with the public by selling stamps, money orders, weighing parcels, etc. |
served a diverse group of customers who represented various levels of society. For example, |
served those who were too poor to purchase a book of stamps and would count out their
monthly bills in front of me and purchase one postage stamp in order to mail each bill. They
were too poor to have a bank account, so they purchased a separate money order in order to
pay each of their monthly bills. On the other hand, | also served politicians, businessmen, and
various professionals. As far | was concerned, the social status or financial worth of my
customers did not affect how | served everyone. | treated each customer with the same
dignity, respect, and level of service. | have been like that for most of my life. Social status or
monetary wealth doesn’t make a person better than anyone else. To me, poor or rich, janitor or
senator, people are people, and all people are the same. Some of my wealthier or high society
customers were insulted when | didn’t treat them with kid gloves and give them special
treatment.

In today’s Gospel a great Lord is planning a great banquet. Invitations are sent out to all the
high society folk, the movers and the shakers, the wealthy, the people who are considered the
elite of society. To the Lord’s chagrin, all these people turn down his invitation and offer
various poor excuses. Ordinarily these people would be very glad to attend a great banquet.
For some strange reason, however, they are shunning this particular Lord and this particular
banquet and have no interest in attending. The Lord was very angry. Now he turns to those
who are considered to be on the lower level of society, described in the Gospel as “the poor,
the maimed, the blind, and the lame” (Luke 14:21). These are the people that the high society
folk have no interest in and do not mix with, and with whom they certainly would not share a
dining room table. They consider themselves to be far above and superior to these poor and
insignificant nobodies. Having been rejected by the elite of society, the Lord now sends his
servants out to invite these “dregs of society,” but when there is still room at the banquet, he
then orders his servants to compel others to attend so that every seat will be filled.

This was no ordinary Lord. This Lord is God Himself. This is no ordinary banquet. This is
the heavenly banquet. The seats at the banquet were reserved for ancient Israel, God’s
chosen. They were supposed to have the first place. But they rejected their Lord, and for
various reasons they do not want to associate with Him or His heavenly banquet. Now the
Lord turns to the Gentiles and invites them to the Great Heavenly Banquet. As the Lord said,
“But many who are first will be last and many who are last will be first” (Matthew 19:30). What
does it mean when we hear that God “compelled” people to attend His heavenly banquet?
Does this mean that God forces us to have faith in Him? Not at all. By “compel,” we
understand that although faith is voluntary, God uses every means to try to convince His
children to follow Him, to love Him as He loves us, and to choose to partake of the eternal joy
and celebration which has been prepared for each and every one of us in His Kingdom. God
loves all mankind and wishes that all men and women should be saved.

God has prepared a Great heavenly banquet, and there is a name card with each of our
names on the table in front of a seat reserved for each us. We have all received our invitations
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long ago. Our response to God’s invitation is how we choose to live our lives and to what
degree we choose to live as Christians. If we choose not to live as Christians then, in essence,
we are among those in today’s parable who offered lame excuses and rejected our Lord’s
invitation. If we choose to follow the Lord, if we choose to live and order our lives according to
Christ and the Christian way, then when our time comes, we will be given a special wedding
garment of pure white, and we will be graciously admitted to the heavenly banquet where we
will take the seat which has been appointed for us. There we will dine with all those who have
gone before us and who shine, rejoice, and celebrate for eternity in the presence of our Lord
and Master. Amen.
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