JESUS CALLS THE FIRST DISCIPLES
2 Cor. 6:1-10, Luke 5:1-11

We heard in the Gospel today about when our Savior called His first disciples: Simon (later
called Peter) and his partners James and John, the sons of Zebedee. They were fishermen
who had already completed their fishing for the night and were now washing their nets. After
preaching to the people, the Lord asks Simon to put his boat out a little into the lake and cast
his net into the water again. Simon answered that they had toiled all night and caught nothing,
but obeying the Lord’s bidding, he casts out his net once more. This time the catch of fish was
so great that the fishermen feared that the nets would rip and break from the weight. Our Lord
likens the bringing of people into the Church to the catching of fish. Our Savior tells Simon,
James, and John that one day they will be “catching men.” Our Lord’s apostles will eventually
be sent throughout the entire world to preach the Gospel and to bring as many people as
possible into the Church, for their salvation and in order to enter the Kingdom of Heaven. Like
the miraculous catch of fish, countless men and women will come to know Christ, and there is
no limit to how many people can belong to the Church, just like there was no limit to how many
fish could seemingly fill the fishermen’s nets. The Church can never be too crowded. The
same way that the Lord fed the 5,000 with five loaves and two fish, there is no limit to how
many believers can be nourished and sanctified by receiving all of the holy sacraments and
mysteries of the Church, especially Holy Communion, the true Body and true Blood of our
Lord.

Not only the clergy, but all of us are called to share the “good news” about our Lord Jesus
Christ: how He died on the Cross for our sins, conquered death, rose from the dead, and
granted us the gift of eternal life. We are all called to be “fishers of men.” We need not feel
self-conscious or embarrassed to speak about our faith, but at the same time it behooves us to
be discerning and behave appropriately when speaking. Not all places and not all times are
appropriate for us to discuss our faith. The key here is the word “appropriate,” and that takes
a true understanding of oneself, humility, and common sense. There is a time to speak and
there is a time to remain silent. We need to wisely choose with whom to speak, for with some
people it is better not to engage in discussions about our faith. We also need to understand
how much to say and when saying more is too much. Once you say something you can’t take
it back, so we must choose our words thoughtfully and wisely. St. Paul says in Ephesians that
we should “speak the truth in love.” Pray to the Lord and ask the Holy Spirit for guidance
before speaking. A pitfall to beware of is that sometimes, due to spiritual immaturity, a person
may speak and behave in an excessive or fanatical manner. They may love their faith but they
may act in an overly aggressive manner. This type of behavior is always accompanied by
arrogance, pride, and a distorted and egotistical self-image. The Holy Fathers call this “zeal
not according to knowledge.” When we suffer from this spiritual sickness we tend to lose sight
of common sense, and instead of helping to bring folks to Christ we instead drive them away.
Extremism is never good in any form and will not help to draw the souls of men into the net of
salvation. Of course not all of us are theologians, but we should all have some knowledge
about the fundamental dogmas and teachings of our faith. We must always speak with
sensitivity and be careful not to hurt someone’s feelings. It is better to speak in a positive way
about what we believe rather than to criticize some of the things that other religions teach or
believe. Positive speech is always better than negative speech, no matter how true the critique
might be. Negativity will not attract people to the Church.

It has been said, “Preach the Gospel, and when necessary, use words.” Our behavior and
our demeanor, the example that we set by how we live, behave, and speak plays a huge role in
either attracting people to the Church or possibly driving them away. A person may have a
great intellectual knowledge of the faith, but if that person does not actually live the faith, then
his intellectual knowledge is useless and hollow. People are impressed more by how we
behave than by what we say.
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If at this point you might be feeling somewhat hesitant or afraid to bear witness to the faith,
please do not feel that way. However well we may be able or not be able to articulate the
dogmas and traditions of our faith, | believe everyone can speak with sincerity from their hearts
about the joy and hope that is in us. | believe that this will have a stronger effect on the listener
than a scholarly treatise or a complicated philosophical discussion. We are all human beings,
and no human being is perfect. We all make mistakes and we learn from our mistakes. If we
didn’t act out of fear of making a mistake, then we would never do anything.

Perhaps the best way to be “fishers of men” is to simply invite others to “come and see.”

Experiencing Orthodoxy firsthand is the best way to learn about our Lord and the Church.

We can always refer them to the priest for further discussion. We should know our limits.
Sometimes we may not be able to explain the answer to someone’s questions, and we need to
know when we are over our head and need to make a referral. If we are not sure how to
answer a question, then we should not make up an answer or pretend that we know the
answer to every question.

The Lord desires that not only should we all live according to the commandments of God,
but we should all help others to walk on the path to salvation. These are the two main reasons
that the Lord has led us to the Church and it is about this that the Church reminds us today.
Amen.

-
3 “r L T
- =
. l TN aal ™
)

e Y %)

Page 2 of 2



