JESUS HEALS TEN LEPERS
Luke 17:12-19
Faith, Obedience, and Gratitude
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The first lesson | would like to point out from today’s Gospel is about faith. There were ten
lepers: nine were Jews and one was a Samaritan. The Jews would have nothing to do with
the Samaritans who they regarded as religious and ethnic half-breeds who had mixed the
worship of the true God with paganism. In leprosy, however, the differences between the Jews
and the Samaritan were no longer relevant. Now, ironically, they were all outcasts together and
there was no distinction among them. The Samaritan’s faith was strong enough to overcome
the social conventions and prevailing attitudes of the time which dictated that he should expect
no help from any Jew, including Jesus. He lifts up his voice with the Jewish lepers and joins
them in crying out to our Savior for mercy and help. The Samaritan’s faith was not in vain, for
we see that the Lord showed His mercy to all ten lepers, including the one whom our Savior
calls “a stranger.” We should not let others or social attitudes dictate our faith to us, nor how
we should live our lives. Our vision, our hope, and our focus should be on our Savior and our
Orthodox Christian faith and not on anyone or anything else. Certainly we can learn and be
inspired by many good and beneficial things in this world, but anything that contradicts or
opposes the Gospel or our Christian beliefs should be rejected and anathema.

The next lesson is about obedience. The Lord responded to the plea for mercy from the
lepers by commanding them to go and show themselves to the priests. Even the Samaritan
obeyed the Lord, even though he had no expectation that the Jewish priests would receive
him. We Americans love our freedom and our independence. Freedom if properly understood
and practiced, is a good thing: the freedom to worship as we choose, the freedom to
determine ourselves the kind of persons we want to be and the kind of good life we hope to
attain. However, we are so imbibed with the notion of freedom that the notion of obedience
appears, quite blatantly, to run upstream from the downstream of ideals and principles that
define us an an American people. It behooves us to take a look at the dictionary definition of
obedience: “being in compliance with that which is required by authority.” Yes, we Americans
enjoy freedom, but we are not anarchists. We all in various ways are required to obey authority.
Soldiers are under authority to their commanding officers, athletes are under authority to their
coaches, orchestras are under authority to their conductors. As denizens of the United States,
we live our lives under the authority of its law. The point here is that the kind of autonomy we
think we have as Americans is not really as autonomous as it appears. We are a lot more
obedient than we think. In society we are compelled to follow its laws. If we break the law,
then we face consequences which diminish our freedom. Our Savior, however, does not
compel anyone to be obedient to Him. The Lord desires that we love Him, have faith in Him,
trust Him, and surrender our fallen, selfish, and sinful wills to Him. He does so by invitation and
persuasion and not by force. The best example we have of obedience is how the Son, our
Lord Jesus Christ, obeyed and fulfilled the will of the Father, because the Lord’s love is perfect
and unending.

Obedience to God can be painful and difficult, because it sometimes means doing things
we don’t feel like doing. It means surrendering ourselves to our daily prayer even though we
may not be in the mood for prayer. It means participating faithfully in the liturgical life of the
Church even though we may not feel like going to church. It means participating faithfully in
the sacrament of Confession, even though inside we are tempted to put it off and do it some
other time, which can often mean not doing it at all. It means giving ourselves up to the
Christmas fast when everyone else around us is indulging in holiday goodies and celebrations.
It’s ok to acknowledge that sometimes we are not in the mood to be obedient to God and the
Church. When that happens, we can counter those feelings by saying “So what?” “Yes, I'm
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not in the mood. But so what, I’ll do it anyway. I'll do it because | know deep in my heart that
by doing it God will bring about something good in the end.” “Go and show yourselves to the
priests, and as they went, they were cleansed.”

The final lesson that | would like to point out is about thanksgiving. Only one leper returned
to thank our Savior for healing — the Samaritan, “the foreigner.” We are all covered with the
leprosy of sin, and we learn by the Samaritan’s example of gratitude to thank God for every bit
of progress that we make in the spiritual life, for every step of progress in the healing of our
souls. The celebration of the sacrament of the Holy Eucharist, the Holy “Thanksgiving,”
epitomizes the very essence and existential understanding of what being human means. The
Christian life is one continuous expression of gratitude, one unending and mystical “Eucharist”
which we see expressed so eloquently in the holy prayers of the Anaphora and throughout the
entire Divine Liturgy. For example, we see this profound truth expressed in the Divine Liturgy in
the words “Thou art the Offerer and the Offered, the Receiver and the Received,” which reveals
and expresses the intimate relationship between God and man, our cry for mercy, the limitless
love and mercy that the Lord gives us, and our very life itself that we offer to the Lord in return
as gratitude in every thought, word, and deed. Nothing fits in its proper place in our lives until
it is offered to Him for blessing and fulfillment. The Lord made a wretched Samaritan leper an
icon of His salvation and He will do the same with us, if we follow that man’s example of
humility, faith, obedience, and gratitude. Amen
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