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     During a storm at sea, Christ’s disciples began to lose hope that they would be saved, when 
they suddenly beheld the Lord coming to them, walking on the water.  They thought that He 
was a ghost and became afraid, but the Lord said to them:  “Take heart, it is I , have no fear.” 
The apostle Peter goes to meet the Lord on the stormy waves.  As long as the apostle had faith 
and did not doubt, he was able to walk on the water, but as soon as he doubted, he began to 
sink (Mat. 14:22-31).

     God is with us not only during the great and glorious moments of our lives, not only, like 
Peter, James, and John, when we are with the Lord on the mountain and He is transfigured, 
and we behold the uncreated Divine light, but He is clearly just as present with us when we are 
in despair, and during the storms of life when our ship begins to sink.  The Lord is always and 
everywhere present with everyone.  In addition, just as the Lord is present with the righteous, 
He is also present with sinners.  Whether or not we feel his presence He is still with us.  The 
Lord is always with us — during times of joy as well as during times of suffering.  If sometimes 
we don’t feel His presence, it is because our hearts aren’t always open towards God and we 
aren’t always ready to love Him with all our heart and all our spirit.  God’s love is limitless, and 
for this reason the Lord never, not even for a moment, ever forgets anyone, not even one 
person.  God remembers and loves each of us, and we are all precious in the eyes of God.  The 
Lord never abandons anyone, even when a person feels that he has been abandoned.

     We must always remember that no matter what catastrophe or storm of life we might face, 
everywhere and at all times, the Lord is with us.  His presence is always grace-filled and unto 
our salvation.  We should not doubt that the Lord saves not only those who obviously feel His 
presence in church, in the sacraments, and above all when receiving Holy Communion, but 
also those, who because of some kind of circumstances, find themselves outside of the 
Church, or who are still on the path that leads to the Church.

     The Lord even saves those who flee from Him.  Remember the prophet Jonas, who did not 
want to fulfill the mission that the Lord placed upon him, and fled from God by ship.  A perilous 
storm occurs.  Jonas is thrown into the sea and swallowed by a whale.  From the depths of the 
sea Jonas cries out to God and the Lord delivers him.

     Remember those who were either saved or perished during the Flood.  Noah and his family 
were saved by God in order that the human race might continue on the earth, but the vast 
majority of the people found themselves in the abyss of the sea—both deadly, and yet, at the 
same time, unto salvation.  The Flood was deadly because of the loss of human life, but for 
some it was the means by which they were saved, because, as the apostle Peter said, these 
people were saved through water (literally — “saved by means of water”) (1 Peter 3:20).  They 
exhausted their ability to approach God here on earth and descended into the underworld, but 
not in order to be left there forever, but so that they would meet the Lord there—Who, upon His 
descent into Hades, preached the Gospel to them, as stated by the apostle Peter.  All of this 
bears witness to the fact that the Lord is always with us, with each and every one of us.  The 
Lord is with those who are being saved, but does not abandon those who are perishing.  No 
matter how low a person falls and feels forsaken and hopeless, the Lord will always be next to 
him, because the Lord wants to save him.  Therefore, let us never lose hope for the salvation of 
those people, who according to human logic, should not be saved —  those who die without 
faith, repentance, or baptism.

     St. Gregory the Theologian, when he was still an unbaptized young man, was crossing the 
Mediterranean Sea when the ship he was on was beset by a deadly storm.  The ship was in 
great peril and distress, such that the sailors and passengers already lost hope that they would  
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be saved.  Gregory did not so much as fear the abyss of the sea which could swallow him up 
and become his watery grave, as he feared  that he might die without having received the 
saving waters of holy baptism.  The storm turned out to be beneficial and unto Gregory’s 
salvation, because at that moment he vowed that if he survived he would dedicate the rest of 
his life to serving God.  The Lord saves people in various ways — not only by the waters of 
baptism, but through the stormy waves of distress and suffering.  Many of those who suffered 
distress and torment in this life are now in Heaven with the Lord.  

     [The classic examples of when suffering, persecution, and even torture and death led to 
salvation are the lives of the “cloud of witnesses” (Heb. 12:1), the countless martyrs who 
suffered on account of their faith in Christ, whose memories we keep, and whose inspirational 
lives we cherish.  Brothers and sisters in Christ, let us take heart that when the storms of life 
assail us, the Lord never abandons us and is always standing by our side.  Let us never lose 
hope that no matter what distressful circumstances might befall us, the Lord who is all-
powerful and all-knowing, will help us so that the sufferings and struggles we face will be unto 
the forgiveness of our sins and unto salvation and life everlasting.] ~ Translator’s addendum 

Translated from the Russian by Archpriest Peter Olsen, 31 July, 2026 
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