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Imagine if one day the police came into our church on a Sunday and stopped the celebration of 
the Divine Liturgy.  Imagine that they then inform us that the church no longer belongs to us, 
and it is illegal for us to worship here any longer and that we must immediately vacate the 
building.  Imagine that these same police systematically remove the holy vessels in sacks with 
the intent to melt them down for the value of the gold and the silver, later to be given to the 
government.  Imagine that they then scrawl obscenities on the icons and walls of the church.  
Imagine that they use some of the icons for target practice, and other icons are slashed with 
knives and bayonets.  Imagine that eventually the icons are removed and burned.  Imagine that 
a few of the police climb up on the roof and topple over the crosses which adorn the cupolas.  
Imagine that one day we return to see what has become of our former church.  On the front of 
the church where there was a cross there is now a framed photograph of Lenin.  Inside the 
church where the altar stood there is now a movie screen.  Imagine that films are being shown 
which denounce religious faith and try to convince the viewer that faith and Christianity is a 
superstitious lie and an outdated old fashioned ignorant belief.  In essence, they are telling us 
that there is no such thing as God and that belief and worship of God is now illegal liable to 
severe prison sentences, exile to concentration camps, and even execution.  Another 
alternative is to consider those who believe in God to be severely mentally ill and to forcefully 
incarcerate them in psychiatric hospitals.

     Imagine that most of the other churches which are not turned into clubs, anti-religious 
museums, or theaters, are bombed and destroyed.

     Imagine being summoned by the principal of your child’s school and being reprimanded 
because your child is wearing a cross and you are told that this is not allowed.  Imagine our 
children being expelled from school because they refuse to write an essay about why God 
does not exist.  Imagine the police coming into your home and discovering a hidden room with 
icons and icon lamps where worship services are taking place in secret, and as a result you are 
exiled to a concentration camp in Siberia.

     Imagine you are a bishop or a priest and you are summoned to court and judged as an 
enemy of the people.  Imagine that the penalty is execution.  In the night, so that the people 
will not witness your execution, you are stripped of your clerical garments and given old 
secular clothes to wear instead.  Your beard is shaved off, and you are marched deep into the 
forest where you are executed by a firing squad, and then your body is hurriedly buried in an 
unmarked grave.  Imagine you are a monk or a nun, and the police come and close down your 
monastery, take away your monastic garments, and send you into the street to find some place 
else to live and to seek some other way to be employed.  Imagine that the police enter a 
theological academy and inform the dean, the faculty, and the students that the school is now 
closed and that it is no longer legal or permissible to study theology or to study to become a 
priest.  Imagine that after 900 years of being an Orthodox Christian country, your homeland is 
now officially atheist and it is illegal and dangerous for anyone to practice the Orthodox 
Christian faith.

     The Russian people lived through all of this, and for over fifty years until the collapse of 
communism, lived in constant fear, secretly keeping their Orthodox faith in their hearts, and 
being very careful to keep their faith hidden so as not to suffer the horrible consequences if 
their true beliefs were to be exposed.  Today we commemorate the millions of martyrs who 
suffered under the atheistic Soviet Communist yoke.

     From the time of the baptism of the Russian people in the Dnieper River in Kievan Rus’ in 
the year 988, Russia has produced a multitude of saints from all walks of life — bishops, 
priests, deacons, monastics, tsars, princes, princesses, lay people, former sinners, such as 
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prostitutes and thieves who repented, as well as folk raised in pious families, the rich, the poor, 
the educated, and the uneducated.  However, Russia was not especially known for producing a 
multitude of martyrs.  This situation changed drastically with the advent of the atheistic Soviet 
Communist regime.  From that time until the persecution ceased, Russia has produced an 
untold number of martyrs; in the millions.  The entire Russian land was covered and sanctified 
by the blood of her martyrs.

     By God’s mercy, the persecution has ceased, and now the Orthodox Christian faith, which 
is so inimical to the identity of the Russian people, may once again flourish openly without fear 
of persecution or reprisal.  Holy New-martyrs and Confessors of Russia pray unto God for us!  
Amen!


 St. Nicholas Church in Nikolskii Monstery, Old Ladoga, Russia, bombed by the Communists.
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Church on Blood in Ekaterinburg, built on the site of the execution of the Royal New-martyr 
Nicolas II and his family.


Interior of a renovated church in modern day Kronstadt, Russia.
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