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Think of someone that you love. It could be a spouse, a child, a parent, a friend, a spiritual
leader, such as a clergyman, anyone. Have you and the person that you love ever had bad
feelings between each other for one reason or another? Have you ever been angry with each
other, perhaps raised your voices, and perhaps even said unkind things? If someone has hurt
us, do we ever consider that what they said or did was not done out of malice to deliberately
hurt us? Do we ever consider that what they said may have been motivated by love or good
intentions? Are our expectations of others realistic? Do we expect perfection from others and
hold others to a higher standard than we hold ourselves? Don’t we all sometimes say and do
things with good intentions, and later regret what we said or did? People are different and life
is complicated. People derive from various social backgrounds, cultures, and different levels of
education. Sometimes, something said to one person can have the opposite affect on
someone else. Our Savior Himself said and did things from time to time that offended people.
Do you think that our Savior ever said or did anything without being motivated by love and the
best of intentions? And our Savior was perfect in every way. If He could offend people, what
does that say about us? When we read the Lives of the Saints, don’t we see many examples
of someone becoming angry with the saint for one reason or another, and we the readers see
that the saint did nothing wrong at all. And how often do the saints respond to such anger and
accusations by merely apologizing and saying that next time they will try to do better? This
type of reaction is indicative of deep humility. If they did not have humility, then they would not
be saints. We, on the other hand, have big egos, and it does not take much to offend our
egos.

It is for these reasons that forgiveness and reconciliation are a daily part of the life of a
Christian. First, we daily make an account of ourselves and everything we said and did that
day, and then we ask God to forgive us for sinning against Him, and for sinning against our
neighbor or if we have offended anyone. If we have a difference or dispute with someone, we
should try to be reconciled with that person as soon as possible. It does not matter who is at
fault. Perhaps both parties have played a role in this dispute for which they need to repent and
ask forgiveness. During the Divine Liturgy we pray, “Let us love one another, that with one
mind we may confess...” This is not some kind of an esoteric or unattainable ideal. This is
very possible and it is actually the duty of all Christians to seek to attain this ~ to sincerely love
each other, and to be of one mind. I just wrote that people are different and come from
different backgrounds. Am | now contradicting myself by saying that we are called upon to be
of one mind? Not at all. Not if we all have made Christ the center of our very existence, our
love, and our definition of truth and of life itself. The fact is that through Christ we can achieve
unity despite diversity.

There is a great fallacy and widespread misunderstanding of the relationship of Christ and
the Church, and vis a vis Christ and us, and the Church and us. Our Savior uses the image of
the intimacy between a Bridegroom and His Bride when He speaks about Himself and the
Church. In Genesis it says that husband and wife leave their parents, cling to each other, and
“become one flesh” (Gen. 2:24). Often people say that they reject the Church. What deep
down they may realize and know is that when they say they reject the Church, they are really
saying that they reject Christ. You see, when you say that you reject the Church, it is the same
thing as rejecting Christ, because Christ and the Church are One. The Holy Fathers teach us
that “one Christian is no Christian.” It is impossible to be a Christian without being an active
member and part of the Eucharistic community of the faithful believers in the church. This is a
fundamental understanding of the Christian faith.
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Brothers and sisters, we are all sinners. No one is perfect, save for our Lord Jesus Christ. If
we are weak and we sin, let us not stay home from church. The fact that we are weak and we
sin is the very reason that the Church exists. The Church exists for our spiritual healing. If we
are weak and we sin, should we turn away from our loving Father in heaven? If we
disappointed our earthly parents in some way, would we hide in shame and sever all contact
with them? Would we stop visiting them? Would we stop loving them? | know that if | did that
to my parents, they would be very upset. Likewise, we grieve our heavenly Father when we
behave this way towards Him. | can assure you that our earthly parents and our heavenly
Father love us and care about us, in spite of our human weaknesses and frailties.

It is amazing how illness and death can make so many arguments, disagreements and
dissatisfaction seem so petty and insignificant. And in the greater scheme of things, aren’t our
quarrels and angers petty and insignificant? Too often it is after someone is gone that we
bewail the fact that we didn’t reconcile with them, that we didn’t spend more time with them,
that we didn’t do more for them, and that we didn’t tell them enough times how much we loved
them and appreciated them. Think of this, my brethren, the next time that you hear during the
Divine Liturgy, “Let us love one another, that with one mind we may confess...” Amen.
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