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In today’s Gospel our Savior encounters a man born blind. Our Savior does not wish for
illness and death to be part of human life. The Lord did not create us in order to be blind, deaf,
mute, or paralyzed. The external manifestations of sickness and death are the result of a root
cause that is much deeper and embedded within our hearts: spiritual blindness, spiritual
paralysis, and spiritual deafness. The Lord said, “I am the light of the world.” Light can be a
double edged sword. For some, light can make it possible for us to penetrate the darkness
and to see. For others, light can be so bright that we are blinded and cannot see at all. The
paradox is that it is the result of our choices, the disposition of our hearts, and the purity of our
souls, that either permit the light to show us the way, or precipitate our rejection of the light and
instead permit the light to blind us. It is the same with spiritual deafness. We can be open to
hearing the Word of Christ, or we can stop up our ears and refuse to listen to the truth. We can
receive the Word with faith and humility, or we can be like the Pharisees, who refuse to believe
the explanation of the blind man and how it is that he came to have sight, asking him over and
over again to repeat himself, until the Pharisees ultimately censure him and cast him out. They
were jealous of Jesus because they did not have the power that He had. Wasn’t it a similar
jealousy that resulted in the fall of man? Was it only disobedience, or could it also be that our
forefather Adam and foremother Eve wanted to be like God, which resulted in their banishment
from Paradise? Wasn't it also the same with Lucifer, who was the brightest angel in Heaven —
but that was not good enough for him. He was jealous of God and wanted to be God Himself.
As a result, he has become the vilest of creatures, spawning pity and horror.

God works with us the best that He can according to our disposition and circumstances,
and it is because of our inclination to sin that we must suffer temptations and tests which
actually help us to stay the course and follow the path of the Gospel which leads to salvation.
It is beyond our comprehension to specifically understand the “why” of every catastrophe or
crisis that befalls us. If we had that type of understanding, then we would not even need the
temptation, or we would not even question it, but accept it with faith, humility, and trust in God,
no matter how hard that might be for you or for me. God knows what we need. When times
are hard and we seem to be lost in a dark tunnel, if we endure, God pulls us through, and the
small dot of light at the end of the tunnel grows brighter and brighter until we are once again in
the sunshine.

The disciples ask the Lord who sinned, this man’s parents or this man, that he was born
blind. The Lord answers them, “Neither, but that the works of God may be made manifest in
him.” The Lord foreknew that this man would have the spiritual integrity to be able to be born
blind and live with his blindness for a time. We can see how guileless, honest, and sincere this
man is just by the way he speaks with the Pharisees when they interrogate him. Later, after he
is cast out, the Lord finds this young man and asks him, “Do you believe in the Son of God?”
The man asks Jesus who he is , that he might believe in him. Jesus answers, “You have seen
him, and it is he who speaks with you.” The man then declares his belief in Jesus and he
worships Him. In John’s Gospel the Lord is very direct and straightforward in declaring who He
is. When Photini the Samaritan woman speaks about the coming of the Messiah, the Lord very
plainly and directly tells her, “| who speak to you am he.” In the eight chapter of John’s Gospel
the Lord says, “Before Abraham was, I am (¢yw €ip1).” This is the name of God which was
revealed to Moses, “l am.” In the eighteenth chapter of John when the soldiers come to arrest
the Lord, Jesus asks them, “Whom do you seek?”, and they answer, “Jesus of Nazareth.” The
Lord reveals His identity to them by saying, “l am.” The Lord does not say, “l am he.” There is
no “he.” The Lord openly states that He is God when He says “l am.” The soldiers fall back
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when they hear these astounding words, and the Jews tear their garments and condemn Jesus
for blasphemy.

It is very significant that after the Lord makes clay with His spittle and places the clay on the
blind man’s eyes, He instructs him to wash in the pool of Siloam in order to complete the
healing process. Aren’t we all born blind? Aren’t we all born broken in a fallen world, and don’t
we all need to be washed in the waters of Baptism in order to be reborn from above, in order
for our spiritual eyes to be opened, so that we may receive the light of Christ? Doesn’t the light
of Christ need to penetrate not only our eyes, but all of our senses and every part of our body?
Isn’t the entire body immersed in the cleansing baptismal font? Not only the eyes, but every
part of the body is chrismated: the ears, the feet, the lips, the breast, the hands, and the
nostrils. Until the end of our lives, may we always allow the Word of Christ to enter into our
ears, may we always repent for our sins and, unworthy as we are, may the Lord condescend to
permit us to continue to receive His Holy Body and Blood until our final days. May the apostle
Thomas’ action of placing his hand in the Lord’s side be for us our verification as well; and
may we, through the blind man, also be able to behold the face of the Lord. And finally, may
we always walk the straight and narrow path which leads to salvation. Amen.
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