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     St. John’s Gospel is also called “the Gospel of signs.”  We read in all four Gospels accounts 
of many miracles performed by the Lord, but the word “miracle” does not appear anywhere in 
any of the Gospels.  What we see instead is the word “sign,” like a signpost that indicates the 
way.  In John’s Gospel there are seven signs, each one indicating that Jesus is the Messiah.  
All of these these signs have sacramental themes and are primarily connected to Holy Baptism 
and the Eucharist.  Almost all of the signs have to do with water, which indicates their 
connection to Holy Baptism.  St. Paul likens baptism to dying with Christ and being buried with 
Him, and then being raised with Him in everlasting life, to be reborn through Christ “from 
above” (John 3:3, anothen in Greek) in newness of life.  Baptism is the end of our old sinful life 
without God, or as it says in the service of Baptism, “the dying of the old man,” and the 
beginning of our new life as a new man, having “put on Christ.”  In our old life we sought the 
glory of man and we lived according to our own will.  In our new life we seek the glory of God 
and to do God’s will, to transform our will into the will of God, to transform our life to the new 
life in Christ.

     Today’s Gospel takes place in Jerusalem by the sheep-gate at the pool of Bethesda.  In 
other translations Bethesda is called Bezatha (which is actually used by the translation which 
was read today) and Bethsaida.  The pool was probably used for washing to attain ritual purity 
(a mikvah in Hebrew) and was also associated with healing.  There was an understanding that 
at certain times the water had healing powers.  When the water was troubled, or would swirl 
and move in a certain way, it was a  sign that an Angel of the Lord had descended into the 
water, and the first person who entered the water when this happened would be healed of 
whatever infirmity he had.  Therefore this pool was a gathering place of a multitude of invalids, 
such as the blind, the lame, and the paralyzed.  A kind of healing center was formed around 
the pool.  Jesus encounters a man at the pool who has been paralyzed for thirty-eight years.  
He tells Jesus that when the water is troubled, no one helps him to enter into the water.  He 
has laid by the pool in this manner for thirty-eight years.  When the paralytic speaks about 
being put into the water, we can’t help but think of Baptism.  The word “Baptism” in Greek is 
Vaptismo, which literally means “to be immersed in water.”  It also means to be washed.  When 
Jesus is chided by the Pharisees because His disciples are eating with unwashed hands, the 
verb in Greek that is used literally means “with unbaptized hands.”  In other words, we clean 
our hands by immersing them in water.  Therefore, baptism certainly has a cleansing 
connotation.  Jesus asks the paralytic what may seem to be a strange question:  “Do you want 
to be healed?’’  This is actually not a strange or silly question.  It is a very important and critical 
question — and this question is addressed to all of us as well.  In today’s Kontakion we hear:  


By Thy divine intercession, O Lord,

as Thou didst raise up the Paralytic of old,

so raise up my soul, paralyzed by sins and thoughtless acts;

so that being saved I may sing to Thee:

“Glory to Thy power, O compassionate Christ!”


Do we really understand the connotation and full meaning of what it means to want to be 
healed?  Do we really want to stand up on our own two feet and walk, which is another way of 
saying, do we really want to take responsibility for our life and to work hard to live according to 
God’s will?  Or, would we rather be paralyzed and lie on the ground and wallow in our sins and 
laziness, look for others to take care of us, and blame others and even God for our failure to 
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live according to the commandments of God?  The Book of Deuteronomy speaks about 
“walking with God”, walking according to the commandments of God.  The verb “to walk” in 
Hebrew is a synonym for the verb “to live, to act, to move.”  True life means to live according to 
God’s commandments and the will of God.  The opposite is to be paralyzed by sin and self-
will.   We should all look deep into our hearts and ask ourselves this critical question, “Do I 
want to be healed?”

     Notice that Jesus does not incorporate placing the man in the water when He heals him.  
Jesus heals the man by His Word alone when He says:  “Take up your pallet and walk.”  There 
are many baptisms performed by many religions and cultures in the world.  However, what 
gives Baptism for us its meaning and power are the words which accompany the immersion.  It 
is the Word of Christ which gives Baptism its healing power.  A baptism that is devoid of the 
Word of Christ, that is not performed in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit, is devoid of all power and efficacy and is merely an empty ritual.  Therefore, since Christ 
is the incarnate Word Himself, there is no need for the man to be placed in the pool.  Jesus 
does not have to use water.   St. John the Forerunner baptized, the Apostles baptized, and the 
bishops and priests baptize today, but Jesus never baptized.  The paralytic is healed by the 
Word, by the power of the Holy Spirit, and he takes up his pallet and walks.  After Jesus heals 
the man, He admonishes him, “Go and sin no more, lest something worse happen to you.”  
Jesus is speaking to all of us as well when He says this.  We are being cautioned to not allow 
our actions to become careless or thoughtless, because our attitude and choices are serious 
and have consequences.  When we say “Yes” to Christ, when we answer the Lord and say 
“Yes, I want to be healed,”  it means that we promise to order and live our lives accordingly, 
that we will show care and seriousness when we speak, when we act, and when we make 
decisions — that we will walk the road of life according to Christ.  Let us lift up our hearts to 
our Savior and with sincerity once again repeat the words of today’s Kontakion:


By Thy divine intercession, O Lord,

as Thou didst raise up the Paralytic of old,

so raise up my soul, paralyzed by sins and thoughtless acts;

so that being saved I may sing to Thee:

“Glory to Thy power, O compassionate Christ!”


Amen.
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