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     In today’s Gospel we are told that our Savior stops to take a rest while the disciples go into 
town to buy food.  He sits by Jacob’s well, near the field that Jacob gave to his son Joseph.  
This is the land of Samaria, once Jewish, but now estranged from the mainstream Jewish 
community due to historical circumstances.  Having intermarried with Gentiles, the Samaritan 
Jews have also incorporated idolatry into their worship.  Regarded as schismatics by the rest 
of Judaism, they build their own altar because they are banished from the temple in Jerusalem.  
There is nothing new with this situation.  From as far back as we can imagine, and even up until 
today, humanity is divided up according to all kinds of human characteristics.  Each group 
defines itself over against enemies, real and imagined, and tend to think that all the evil and 
wickedness are on the side of those we oppose.

     Our Savior was an observant and practicing Jew who adhered to the torah and the Law, as 
did his disciples.  Nonetheless, our Savior said and did many things that were considered to be 
very radical.  The Lord was not driven by social convention but by what was right and true 
according to God.  The Lord was not going to allow Himself to be hampered by social 
convention in His ministry to save mankind.  Severely judged and criticized by official Judaism, 
none of the most astute Jewish lawyers, no matter how hard they tried, could prove that our 
Savior did anything to break the Mosaic law.  Our Savior could always refute their arguments 
and innuendos.  Today the Lord is conversing with a Samaritan woman who has come to 
Jacob’s well to draw water.  First of all, it was considered improper for a man to converse in 
public with a woman at a well.  This could only be acceptable, perhaps, if the man was seeking 
a wife.  Secondly, it was not conventional for a Jew of Jerusalem to have anything to do with 
any of the Samaritans, man or woman.  When the disciples later returned they marveled when 
they observed the Lord conversing with a poor Samaritan woman.  Instead of being 
scandalized, they are impressed by the humility and “lowliness of mind” of our Savior to deign 
to condescend to allow Himself to speak with the woman.  The disciples’ respect for our Savior 
was such, so that none of them dared to question either the Lord or the woman about their 
encounter at the well.

     The woman (who we know as Photini [Greek], Svetlana [Russian]), poses the question of 
where God should be worshipped, in Jerusalem or in Samaria.  The Lord replies that this will 
soon be irrelevant, for the time is approaching when the true worshippers of the true God will 
worship God neither in Samaria nor in Jerusalem, but in Spirit and in truth.  Our Savior is 
foretelling that soon there will be a geographical explosion of worship.  The Mystical Sacrifice 
will not only be celebrated in Jerusalem but in every place.  A powerful, transforming, and 
holistic form of worship is about to be inaugurated, a form of worship that involves every part 
of what it means to be human — the mind, the body, and the soul.  Who are the “true 
worshippers?”  The true worshippers are the Christians.  The Christians will not be constrained 
by the temple in Jerusalem which will in fact be destroyed in 70 AD, but wherever the Eucharist 
is celebrated, that is where the Mystical Sacrifice will be offered to God.  What does it mean to 
worship God “in Spirit”?  God Himself is incorporeal, and we Christians worship God with our 
minds by wrestling with and conquering evil thoughts, crucifying our self-will and egos, and 
rejecting unreasonable desires.  Furthermore, after Pentecost, the Christians received the Holy 
Spirit, and it is by the power and grace of the Holy Spirit that God is worshipped.  What does it 
man to worship God “in truth”?  This means to worship our Savior Jesus Christ as Lord and the 
Son of God, the second hypostatsis of the Holy Trinity.  Our Lord said, “I am the Way, the Truth, 
and the Life.”  “No man cometh unto the Father but by me” (John 14:6), “Whosoever denieth 
the Son hath not the Father” (1John2:23) and “He that believeth not the Son shall not see life; 
but the wrath of God abideth on him” (John 3:36).
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     As mentioned, our Savior and the twelve apostles were observant Jews who went to temple 
and kept all of the Jewish liturgical practices.  For example, the apostles kept the kosher laws 
and went to temple on the sabbath.  On the eighth day, the Lord’s day, the apostles gathered 
to celebrate the Eucharist.  It was after the Christians were banned from the synagogues and 
then later when the temple was destroyed that there was more of a development and evolution 
in Christian liturgy.  This development of Christian liturgy involved retaining much Jewish 
liturgical tradition, augmented by specifically Christian elements.  Man was born to worship. 
Liturgy is a reenactment of what takes place in Heaven as witnessed by the prophets.  Being 
human means to practice liturgy.  It means to taste, to feel, and to experience God in every way 
possible.  That is the importance of liturgy to us.  Amen. 
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