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Our Lord once called a child to Himself and said to His disciples, “Truly, | say to you, unless
you turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 18:2-3).
It is interesting that our Lord chose to come into the world as a little child. Yes, the Lord was
fully human, so from that point of view, one may argue that it was therefore necessary that He
was born like all of us and be a child. However, | am inclined to think that there is more to be
learned from the image before us today of our God as a little child in a manger.

A child is born innocent and guileless. There is no hate in a child’s heart. Hate is something
that is learned later on. Children are curious by nature and filled with wonder by the things that
adults ignore or take for granted. Children are honest. Children cannot grow and develop
unless they receive love, empathy, compassion and kindness. Thy express their love without
discrimination. Children seek help and security, and it is a heartrending tragedy when a child
cannot find that safety and security in their own parents. Children know that they need others,
because the world is a scary place. Mr. Rogers once said, “When | was very young, most of
my childhood heroes wore capes, flew through the air, or picked up buildings with one arm.
They were spectacular and got a lot of attention. But as | grew, my heroes changed, so that
now | can honestly say that anyone who does anything to help a child is a hero to me.” Mr.
Rogers’ words remind me that when | was a child | used to like cartoons, and one favorite was
Popeye. | thought that strong meant having muscles and physical strength, like the strength
Popeye would get when he ate a can of spinach. However, just like Mr. Rogers, as | grew older,
| too learned that real strength has to do with helping others. Children have trusting souls. As
we grow older we become less trusting and more suspicious about people and their motives.
Children don’t even imagine that people can be motivated by anything other than kindness and
goodness. It is incomprehensible to a child why anyone would say or do anything to hurt
someone else. Children are a precious gift, and how painful it is when they grow up in an
environment that neglects them, or much worse, inflicts harm on them. The Lord said,
“Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to
have a great millstone fastened round his neck and to be drowned in the depth of the sea”
(Matt. 18:6).

Yes, today our Lord is born into the world as a child in order to save mankind. When the
Lord was born over two thousand years ago, this event was mostly unknown and ignored by
the rest of the world. Immediately because of politics, division, greed and hatred, the Divine
Child became a fugitive and a refugee. The rules of politics and religion often function the
same in the world today as well. Our Savior was born humbly in a cave that was used as a
barn; his cradle was a trough. He was born in a city that was an obscure town of farmers and
sheepherders called Bethlehem, the ancestral home of His forefather King David. He makes no
distinction or division among the people. The Good News that this Divine Child brings is
meant for everyone. As Fr. Philip LeMasters points out, “Gentile astrologers and lowly
shepherds both played their roles at His birth. He is the Jewish Messiah Who ministered to a
Samaritan woman, cast demons out of Gentiles, and praised the faith of a Roman centurion.
He showed mercy to public sinners and outcasts, and identified Himself with ‘the least of
these’ in society. He turned the other cheek to His enemies and prayed that the Father would
forgive them. If we celebrate Christmas truly, we will see that every human person is someone
for whom our Savior was born. He took on the same humanity that all people share so that all
of us would be united with Him in holiness. In every condition and circumstance, and at every
stage of life, everyone bears the dignity of a living icon of God. He has made that clear by

Page 1 of 2



becoming one of us. We must treat neighbors, strangers, and enemies accordingly, if we claim
any part in Him.

In His birth, the God-Man lowers Himself to take on all the brokenness of life in our world of
corruption in order to heal us. He is born to share His Divine life with us as He restores and
fulfills every dimension of who we are as human persons in the image and likeness of God.
That is the gloriously Good News of this great feast, and it extends literally to all. Let us
celebrate His Nativity by uniting ourselves to Him as fully as possible from the depths of our
souls. That is really the only fitting way to welcome the Child born in Bethlehem for the
salvation of the world.” Amen.
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