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Today we remember the translation of the relics of the Right-believing Great Prince
Alexander Nevsky. In the 18th century Tsar Peter the Great built a monastery in St. Petersburg,
then the capitol of the Russian Empire, in order to house the relics of St. Alexander. A
magnificent silver sarcophagus was built, and on this day in 1724 St. Alexander’s relics were
transferred, or as we say in the church, “translated,” to their final resting place in St.
Petersburg, where they remain today.

Why is St. Alexander Nevsky such an important and popular saint among the Russian
people, and of what significance is he to us, who live in the western part of the world in the
United States?

St. Alexander lived during the ancient period in Russian history known as “Kievan Rus’.”
The Russian Slavs were centered around the ancient city of Kiev and its environs, and the land
was divided into principalities, each self-governing by a prince. The people of Rus’ were
oppressed by enemies on all sides: from the East by the Mongolian Tartars who were known
as the “Golden Horde,” and on the West by Sweden and the Teutonic knights, Denmark,
Poland, Lithuania, and Germany. The Papacy encouraged the onslaught against Russia,
because it sought the capitulation of the Orthodox Russians to the authority of the Roman
Pope.

St. Alexander was noble from childhood, regularly attending the Divine Services and
studying the Holy Scriptures. He learned to exercise piety and justice, and from childhood was
reared to be a courageous and wise military leader, to the admiration of even his enemies. He
was completely devoted to the Orthodox Church as the Church established by our Lord, God,
and Savior Jesus Christ. It was his mission in life to preserve the Orthodox faith and to defend
the people of Rus’ from her enemies.

When we look at Russia’s history, we see that she was prosperous every time the rulers
turned towards God. When the people turned away from the Lord, or the rulers were unfaithful
to God, Russia suffered many hardships and misfortunes, and was attacked by her enemies,
the same as Israel of old, as recorded in the Old Testament. Only the Lord, often and in various
ways, by His miraculous power, saved Russia from danger, and delivered her from mighty
opponents. This is what occurred with St. Alexander Nevsky, when hoards of knights were
humiliated by the Great Prince, who said, “God is not found in might, but in truth.” This
occurred for many ensuing centuries, when foreigners and those of other faiths tried to make
war with Russia. Every time the Lord gave Russia rulers who understood that God is not to be
found in might, but in truth. They placed their hope not in human strength but on Divine truth,
and because of this they were victorious. The unity between the spiritual authorities and the
civil authorities saved Holy Russia for many centuries, but when this unity weakened, Rus’
collapsed. This was the case during the more recent times, when Russia was ruled by an
atheistic regime which sought the annihilation of the Orthodox Christian faith.

Today, however, is the acceptable time and the day of salvation (2 Cor. 6:2) — the time when
the people and the civil authorities turn their gaze towards God, towards eternal spiritual
values, which have always been the basis of the spiritual and everyday well-being of Holy Rus’.

For many today, the example of the Holy Right-believing Great Prince Alexander Nevsky is a
guiding star. The struggle (poavig) of his life reminds us that it is possible for a ruler to have
great authority and massive human power, and yet at the same time, the ruler can be a true,
good, humble, and meek Christian, a person who does not use his authority in an evil way,
does not pursue wealth, but above all seeks the Kingdom of God and His righteousness, and
everything else will be yours as well, according to the promise of our Savior (Matt. 6:33).
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Because of his great faith, his humility, and his readiness to follow Christ, St. Alexander Nevsky
received many victories. He became an example to us of someone who dedicated his entire
life to service of his Fatherland, and even up until his death was an example of a truly righteous
Christian, taking before his death the Great Schema, in order to be cleansed of his sins and to
be united with the Lord.

Our beautiful and sacred church, in its greatness and magnificence, brings to mind the
words of Holy Scripture: “Behold, the dwelling of God is with men” (Rev. 21:3). It reminds us
that the Lord called us to the Church so that we could already in this lifetime become partakers
of the Kingdom of God. The icons of the saints, who look upon us from the walls of this
temple, remind us of the oneness of the earthly Church with the heavenly Church, which is still
on a journey, but already in the heavenly homeland, and directs our earthly paths towards it.

Let us beseech the Right-believing Great Prince Alexander Nevsky that he would protect
our country the same as he protected and protects his Fatherland from her enemies, and may
our leaders rule our land with justice and righteousness, looking towards God for guidance and
truth, and may our people likewise turn to God, and strive to live according to His holy
commandments. Amen.
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