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According to the commentary of St. John Chrysostom on today’s gospel from Matthew on the 
calling of the apostles, this was actually the second time that Peter and Andrew were called.  
Prior to Jesus’ calling them to follow Him and become His disciples, they had previously been 
called to repentance by St. John the Baptist.  Furthermore, they had also previously heard 
much about Jesus, and so their response when Jesus called them was swift, decisive, and 
without any hesitation.  In Luke 3:10-14, St. John was asked by the Jews who went out to him 
what they must do to repent.  St. John answers them by saying, “He who has two tunics, let 
him give to him who has none; and he who has food, let him do likewise”.  He tells the tax 
collectors not to collect more than what was appointed for them, and he tells the soldiers to be 
content with their wages.  It is interesting that St. John’s reply on how to repent was that the 
first step is to prioritize one’s financial issues.  In doing so, St. John makes it clear that our 
correct understanding of money, possessions, and generous giving is an essential component 
of salvation.  Thus, when Peter and Andrew are called by Jesus, they have no problem 
dropping their fishing nets and eagerly giving up everything in order to follow Him.  They didn’t 
offer any excuses which might delay their immediate response to Jesus’ call.  Later in the 
gospel some other had come to Jesus and asked if he could first go and bury his father, and 
Jesus did not even permit him to do this, signifying that following Jesus comes before 
everything else.  The other apostles who Jesus calls today, James and John, the sons of 
Zebedee, had already heard of the obedience of the response of those who were called before 
them, as well as many other things which paved the way for them to also give up everything in 
order to follow Jesus.  The magnitude of the financial and all other sacrifices that the disciples 
made in order to follow Jesus was expressed by St. Peter when he said in Matthew 19:27, 
“See, we have left all and followed you.”

     Jesus calls each of us to follow Him as well.  Every Saturday evening Jesus calls us.  Every 
Sunday morning Jesus calls us.  Every feast day Jesus calls us.  Every time there is a service 
or an activity in church Jesus calls us.  The apostles left not only their homes and their kinfolk, 
but even their own native towns and cities in order to follow Jesus.  How often is the Divine 
Liturgy served to a practically empty church?  Why is it that Christians do not go to Jesus when 
He calls them, but make the choice to instead remain in their homes?  For many, church has 
become a Sunday only activity.  For others, church is a one or two time yearly activity, or even 
something that they have chosen to completely eliminate from their lives.  Jesus talks about 
this in the parable of the sower (Matt. 13:1-23), where He explains the various reasons why the 
seeds of faith which are sown into our hearts do not grow but die out.  When we compare the 
response to Jesus’ call between the first Christians and the Christians of today, we can see 
that the difference is lightyears apart.

      Often it is the poor and the needy, or folks who are ill and in grievous circumstances, who 
leave their homes and find their way to church.  They come because they need or want 
something from the Lord.  Often it is those who enjoy material prosperity and good health who 
find it difficult to come to church.  That is why Jesus said “You cannot serve God and 
mammon” (Matt. 6:24).  “Mammon” is another word for money, or material possessions.  Jesus 
tells us that we cannot serve two masters, both God and money.  We must choose between 
the one or the other.  The apostles James and John were not wealthy.  When Jesus called 
them, they were mending their fishing nets with their father.  St. John Chrysostom comments 
that this indicated that they were unable to buy new nets, and therefore they did not have 
much money or material prosperity.  In the Gospel of St. Matthew we heard a version of the 
Beatitudes.  In the version recorded in St. Luke, it does not say “Blessed are the poor in spirit,” 
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which is what we heard today.  I think that the true meaning of this is clarified best in Luke’s 
version where we simply read “Blessed are the poor” (Luke 6:20).  What Jesus is saying is that 
because of the depth of their daily struggles, the poor will inherit the kingdom of heaven.  
Jesus said, “It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to 
enter the kingdom of God” (Matt. 19:24, Mk. 10:25).  It is certainly possible for the wealthy to 
enter the kingdom of God, but it depends on whether or not they understand and use their 
wealth as explained and taught by St. John the Baptist when he spoke about repentance.  It is 
also, ultimately, a question of what is in our hearts and where our treasure lies.  Is our treasure 
the love of God or the love of money?  “Where your treasure is, that is where your heart is” 
(Matt. 6:21).  As Jesus puts it, we must be “rich towards God” (Lk. 12:21).  This means that we 
must cultivate and seek “spiritual treasure.”  It means that we must not love money, but use it 
for God.  The temptation is strong to allow material wealth to interfere with our spiritual lives 
and our love of Christ.  The wealthy can be saved only if they live by a soul-centric financial 
paradigm.  Acts of generosity provide one of the most powerful means by which we can 
actually know God rather than just know about Him.  We don’t have to be wealthy in order to 
practice generosity.  Remember the widow in the temple who gave only one coin (the widow’s 
mite)?  That one coin was worth more for her salvation than all the money given by the 
Pharisees.  The Pharisees only gave one tenth of their wealth to the temple.  The widow only 
gave one coin, but this was all that she had.  St. John Chrysostom comments that “the rich 
exist for the sake of the poor. The poor exist for the salvation of the rich.”

     Many of the great monastic saints came from wealthy families.  Saints such as St. Anthony 
the Great gave away all of their wealth and property before they embarked on the monastic 
way of life.  Not all of us are called to become monastics.  However, the Christian way of life 
entails a soul-centric salvific understanding of giving.  St. John Chrysostom also comments 
on the calling of the apostles by saying that we are all spiritually ill and, therefore, we must all 
go to the church for healing.  What we need to ask from Christ is forgiveness of our sins and 
healing of our spiritual infirmities.  This is something that all Christians share in common and no 
one is exempt.  Let us imitate Peter, Andrew, James and John when Jesus calls us.  When we 
hear Jesus call our name, let us eagerly run without hesitation and without excuse to the safe 
harbor of the church for our spiritual healing and for our salvation.  Amen.  
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