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Today we remember our Holy Father among the saints, Sergius, Igumen of Radonezh, 
Wonderworker and Protector of all Russia, who died in peace on this day in 1391 at the age of 
seventy-eight.  From the earliest age St. Sergius dedicated his entire life to God.  When his 
parents fell asleep in the Lord, at a tender young age, he went into the wilderness of Radonezh 
(modern day “Sergievsky Posad”) to live a severe ascetical life as a hermit in prayer and 
fasting.  A humble wooden church was constructed and dedicated to the Holy Trinity.  His 
brother Stephen, who had joined him, found the harsh life in the wilderness to be beyond his 
capabilities, so he left and settled in the Monastery of the Theophany at Moscow. 

    Today at the Divine Liturgy we heard the words of the holy apostle Paul to the Galatians, 
“Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ” (Gal. 6:2).  What do these words 
have to do with St. Sergius of Radonezh?  You see, this great Russian saint began his monastic 
life by going deep within the wild forests of Radonezh, not to bear anyone’s burdens, but in 
order to take upon himself the yoke of Christ, in order to spend his time in seclusion, in prayer 
and fasting, and to ascend “from strength to strength” (Psalm 84:7) along the path to the 
Kingdom of Heaven.

     But the Lord did not permit this candlestick to remain hidden under a bush (Matt. 5:15; Lk. 
11:33).   Later others came and the brotherhood grew.  Seeking the advice and comfort of St. 
Sergius and attracted to the sanctity of his monastery, families began to build homes and settle 
in the area, making the monastery the fulcrum of their lives.  Bearing one another’s burdens and 
so fulfilling the law of Christ is the way of life in every monastic community.  The fathers help 
each other with spiritual advice and comfort, as well as the lay people who visit the monastery 
and seek the same spiritual nourishment.  Originally, this was how the early Christians lived.  
They lived in a tight knit community as one spiritual family.  Everything was owned in common 
and shared among the brethren.  No one went without and everyone’s needs were fulfilled.  
Even the earliest liturgies, the celebration of the Holy Eucharist, was a communal service of 
prayer during which each member of the community deeply felt and shared in the role of the 
celebration of this divine act, unlike today where the clergy seem to be the primary purveyors 
of the Mystery while the laity feel more like spectators than participants and “co-celebrants.”2  
When the persecution ended, when the Emperor Constantine became a Christian, the church 
grew, huge temples were built, and this intimate community of believers who shared everything 
in common no longer existed the same way.  The monastic communities, not deliberately, but 
ipso facto, revived this communal brotherhood and common life which was the way of life in 
the early Church.  Within this monastic milieu love reigned supreme, and the community of 
monastic Christians fulfilled the call to be of “one heart and one mind,” which for us is more of 
an ideal than a reality.

     The Lord wants every person born into the world to be saved.  No one is saved alone, but 
we are saved together, with each other.  We must not only be concerned about ourselves, but 
about the brother or sister next to us as well.  If one were to fall, then another should help him 
or her to get up.  If one were to sin, then another should help him or her to return to the path of 
righteousness.  If someone is having a hard time or is not well, then another should come to his 
or her aid and help the brother or sister.  May the Lord inspire and help each of us to consider 
our church to be one ship on which we are all sailing together.  Each of us has an important 
role to play so that the ship will stay afloat and be able to weather all storms and waves which 
rock the ship from time to time.  The ship can stay the course and plough through the sea only 
if we all work together as one family, “bearing one another’s burdens and so fulfilling the law of 
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Christ.”  Only in this way, with God’s help, will we reach our common destination, the safe and 
tranquil harbor of salvation.  Amen.


________________________________________________________________

1  “Проповеди Том 1, Праздники”, Мит. Волоколамский Иларион, Познание 
издательский дом, 2017, стр. 34-36.

2  See “Introduction to Liturgical Theology,” Alexander Schmemann, St. Vladimir’s Seminary 
(SVS) Press, 1986, passim.  
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