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     Not long ago an angel of the Lord appeared to shepherds tending their flocks in the fields of 
Bethlehem.  The angel brought them the good news of a great joy for all people —  that our 
Savior Jesus Christ was born.  A multitude of the heavenly host also appeared “praising God 
and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among men with whom he is 
pleased.’”  There is a saying that every joy in life is accompanied by some kind of sadness.  In 
the complications of life, however, it is not unusual to be happy and sad at the same time.  
Now, today, in the midst of our celebration, sadness makes its appearance.  King Herod had 
heard about the birth of the King of the Jews, the Savior of the world.  Unable to locate the 
Christ child, paranoid and fearing for his earthly power, Herod orders that all boys two years 
old and younger be slain.  The blood of 14,000 innocent children are now spilled on these very 
same fields in Bethlehem, and the echoing of the angels’ glad tidings of the good news of 
peace and salvation are now overshadowed by loud wailing and lamentation.  One may say 
that this story encapsulates the entire story of Christianity, which has been one unending 
relentless war of evil against the glad tidings of peace, joy, and salvation brought by the Lord 
Jesus Christ to all mankind.

     These Holy Innocents were the first Christian martyrs.  As I already said, we can be happy 
and sad at the same time, and this is not unusual or scandalous.  We know that as this 
innocent Divine Child lay in His manger, already in His future there would be much suffering 
and ultimately death on a cross, all for the sake of God’s love for mankind in the midst of the 
evil of the world. The Roman emperors and Jewish leaders waged an unrelenting persecution 
of the Christians from the very beginning.  Except for St. John the Theologian, the remaining 
eleven apostles would ultimately all suffer death as martyrs for Christ.  St. Peter would be 
crucified upside down, and the Apostle Paul would be beheaded.  In the year 404 St. John 
Chrysostom was officiating at the Divine Paschal services at Hagia Sophia.  On Holy Saturday, 
after the catechumens were baptized, St. John’s enemies and the Orthodox Emperor Arcadius 
sent imperial soldiers into the cathedral to expel everyone.  They attacked the Christians and 
filled the baptismal fonts with the blood of their Orthodox brothers and sisters.  It was Vladimir 
Lenin, a baptized Orthodox Christian who was raised in the faith by pious parents, who began 
the fifty year persecution of the Russian Orthodox Church which filled the vast land of Holy 
Russia with the blood of Christian martyrs.  Whereas Herod slew 14,000 innocent children, the 
Soviet Communists harmed the hearts and souls of millions of innocent children by forbidding 
anyone to teach them about the Christian faith.  As a result, it is very hard for those who 
suffered in soviet times to make their way back to Christ and Orthodoxy after having been 
indoctrinated for so many years against faith in God and against the Russian Orthodox Church.  
I can speak about the hypocritical and false narrative of NATO who practically annihilated the 
Orthodox Serbs in Kosovo and supported the enemies of Orthodoxy who desecrated and 
destroyed so many Orthodox Churches and monasteries.  The plight of the Serbs continues 
today, and now we have the canonical Ukrainian Orthodox Church which is being persecuted 
and outlawed by the current Ukrainian government with the support of the major western 
powers.  In order to facilitate this persecution, a political schismatic puppet church was 
created to rival and replace the canonical church, and thereby has become a cohort and 
partner in the horrible crime against Orthodoxy and Christ in the Ukraine.  I can’t help but be 
reminded of the creation of the so-called schismatic “Living Church” in Communist Russia, 
whose purpose was to replace and destroy the Russian Orthodox Church.  The Communists 
failed miserably in their scheme, and today the Russian Orthodox Church is the largest 
Orthodox Church in the world.
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     One day Herod will face the 14,000 innocents that he had slain.  One day all the Roman 
emperors will face all the Christians that they martyred.  One day the Emperor Arcadius and all 
the enemies of St. John Chrysostom will face the brothers and sisters that they slew in Hagia 
Sophia on Pascha in the year 404.  One day all the Communist leaders will face all the New 
Martyrs and Confessors of Russia.  One day the western leaders who created the current 
situation in Kosovo will face all the Orthodox Serbs that they murdered and persecuted.  One 
day all of today’s players in the Ukraine will also face every Orthodox Christian that they have 
persecuted, imprisoned, slain, and from whom they seized churches and properties.  Christ 
has always been persecuted and will always be persecuted, and this should not scandalize us.  
“If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you” (John 15:20).  We do not doubt that our 
faith is true and leads us to salvation.  We will not be fooled or swayed by liars and deceivers, 
no matter who they may be, nor whatever position they may hold in government or in society.  
We will remember what St. Paul wrote in Hebrews chapter 11, that we Christians are strangers 
and exiles on earth, that we seek a heavenly country, and that God has prepared for us a city 
on high.  In Hebrews chapter 12, St. Paul wrote that we are surrounded by a “cloud of 
witnesses”, the holy martyrs, and remembering their sufferings and faithfulness, let us put 
aside from ourselves every sin.  Let us “run with perseverance the race that is set before us.”  
Let us always remember that God has foreseen and prepared something better for us, and on 
this let us set our goal, our hope, and our purpose in life.  Amen.
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