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Last week our Savior visited a man by a pool of water. The man suffered from paralysis for 38 years
before he received healing from the Lord. In today’s Gospel Jesus encounters a woman, also by a body
of water; this time it is Jacob’s well. The Gospel says nothing about her physical health, so we can
assume that she did not suffer from a grievous physical ailment as did the man in last week’s Gospel.
One thing they shared in common is that they both needed to repent for a sinful way of life. The woman’s
name is Fotini, which in Greek means light. She received this name after her encounter with our Savior
at the well and was later baptized. The same name in Russian is Svetlana. We can surmise that Fotini is
not a happy woman. It states in the Gospel that Jesus sat by the well at the sixth hour, which is noon.
The women of those days would draw water from the well, but they always went later in the day when it
was cooler. No one would go at noon, the hottest time of the day. So why does Fotini choose to go at
this most inopportune time and suffer in the heat when she drew her water? She knew that no one else
would be there, and she wanted to avoid the other ladies from the town. They probably knew about her
sinful way of life. It is very hard to keep things like that a secret. We know how cruel people can be, so
Photini was probably ostracized, condemned, and ridiculed by the other women. Hence her reason for
wanting to avoid meeting anyone at all.

The purification from sin is a lifelong process. That is one reason that Jesus tells us to take up our
cross and follow him. We cannot be saved without accepting and carrying our cross; there is no other
way. The paralysis that the man at the sheep’s pool suffered from was a gift from God. It was through his
patient endurance for thirty-eight years that he was spiritually healed. When his repentance was
complete, his paralysis was no longer necessary. What is worse, to suffer in this life for thirty-eight years
and inherit the kingdom of heaven, or to spend eternity in hell? God never intended it to be like this for
us. It was not God, but mankind who is responsible for changing paradise into a fallen world. We each
have our own individual struggles and crosses; and the type of medicines that God sends us for our
spiritual healing varies from person to person. Homer, the author of the lliad and the Odyssey, was one of
the greatest writers of antiquity. Homer was also blind. Beethoven wrote some of the greatest music that
will ever be written by anyone on this earth. Beethoven was also deaf. Someone once said that God
gave Homer blindness so that he would see better, and Beethoven was made deaf so that he could hear
better. Someone once said that the greatest wisdom he gleaned in his lifetime was during times of
suffering and illness. Christians learn to be patient in illness and suffering, and to accept both as a gift
from God as necessary for our spiritual healing. As one Elder once said, “better to go into heaven limping
than to go with both feet straight into hell.”

Sometimes illness is sent by God so that a person’s patience in suffering would be an example and
inspiration for us. The Book of Job from the O.T. is probably the best example of this. His misfortunes
were not the result of any personal sins. He patiently endured everything with faith, and in the end he
was restored. When Jesus was once asked by his disciples “who sinned, this man or his parents?”, that
a particular man was born blind, Jesus replied that “neither this man nor his parents sinned, but this man
was born blind so that the works of God may be glorified in him.” Many of the saints suffered from very
painful ilinesses and suffered through grievous experiences in their lives. Two examples are St. Nektarios
and the Elder Paisios of Mt. Athos. The Apostle Paul reveals to us that he suffered from what he called “a
thorn in the flesh.” Three times he beseeched the Lord to deliver him from this suffering, but even the
great Paul had to be patient and endure. The Lord’s reply was “my grace is sufficient for thee.” The
greatest inspiration for us sinners when we are called upon to suffer and to learn patience is to behold our
Savior Himself, naked and nailed to a cross. If the Lord willingly suffered beatings, mockery, and the
crucifixion for the sake of our salvation, shouldn’t we likewise be willing to carry our own crosses?
Another precious gift of suffering is that we can offer it to the Lord on behalf of someone else, and in this
way we participate in the redemptive process of the Lord Himself.

No one enjoys suffering unless you are some kind of a masochist. When iliness and suffering come, it
is natural to ask the Lord for mercy and healing. The paralytic did not want to remain paralyzed but
sought healing at the Sheep’s Pool. St. Nektarios’ physical suffering was so difficult near the end of his
life that he beseeched the Mother of God for help. Even Paul who healed others asked the Lord for
healing for himself. Our Savior, on the eve of His execution, prayed to His Father, “If it be possible, take

Page 1 of 2



this cup from me.” One of the things said to our Savior when He hung on the Cross was “He saved
others; He cannot save Himself.”

| cannot speak for everyone, but | believe that there is always light at the end of the tunnel. Even if our
suffering was for thirty-eight years, even one day of suffering is often more than we can bear. But in the
end there is always deliverance, and the pinpoint of light gradually grows brighter and brighter until we
pass through the darkness of the tunnel and find ourselves once again in the light. The paralytic repented
and found the light. Fotini repented, was baptized, and she became a great missionary and martyr. May
our merciful Savior grant unto all of us the gift of faith and patience in our trials and sufferings, so that we
may faithfully carry our cross and endure to the end. Amen!
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