GIVING AS A MEANS OF SALVATION
2 Cor. 9:6-11
“The one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly...God loves a cheerful giver”
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Money is a topic that many priests shy away from for various reasons, a topic that for many
of us is difficult to speak about. Some people say that money is not a “spiritual topic,” and the
logical outcome of such a notion often leads folks to say that “the Church is a business.” If
this is true, then why does Jesus address the topic of money more than any other topic in his
parables? If this is true, then why do the four Gospels record Jesus talking far more about
finances than any other single topic except the Kingdom of God? In terms of the number of
verses on possessions, this topic is mentioned in Scripture more than any other: three times
more than love, seven times more than prayer, and eight times more than faith. Our Savior,
Holy Scripture, and the Church Fathers emphasize emphatically that our understanding of
money and what we do with it is a soul-centric theme, an essential component of our salvation,
and not merely a financial or business matter. St. Paul utilizes this theme in today’s epistle
when he did fundraising among the Corinthians in behalf of the poor Christian Church in
Jerusalem. He framed his entire “ask” in terms of why giving would be spiritually, and perhaps
even financially, profitable for the donors and how it would glorify God. “Whoever sows
sparingly will reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will reap generously...God loves a
cheerful giver...God is able to bless you abundantly...your generosity will result in thanksgiving
to God.”

At the very beginning of the ministry of John the Baptist and Jesus the central theme of
their preaching to “Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand” is followed up with
injunctions concerning money, wages, our possessions, and what we do with them as a means
of spiritual purification, holiness, union with God, and salvation. Dr. Andrew Geleris, the author
of the book “Money and Salvation,” (SVS Press) writes: “Jesus emphasized financial issues so
heavily because the pursuit of money and possessions often constitutes the single greatest
competitor within human hearts against our willingness to love God with all our heart. In
specifically identifying this competitor, Jesus could have chosen anger, lust, lack of
forgiveness, gluttony, or disobedience, but he didn’t. He chose money: ‘You cannot serve God
and mammon’ (Mt. 6:24).” The acquisition of wealth easily tempts a person to increase the
lavishness of his lifestyle. Many millionaires and billionaires often find themselves broke,
needing more money, and even declaring bankruptcy. Money, even in a modest amount, can
easily become for us a passion. An extreme example of this was expressed in last Sunday’s
Gospel reading in the Parable of the Rich Man and Poor Lazarus. It is because of the dark
path that money so often tempts us to follow that Jesus said, “It is hardly possible for a rich
man to enter into the Kingdom of God” (Matt. 19:23-26).

The path that the Lord hopes that we follow is to resist this temptation and realize that one’s
money and possessions can be a means of expressing generosity and giving, which becomes
a joyful experience, an expression of gratitude for God’s goodness to us, and a desire to grow
in our experience of his love. In the Old Testament the monetary standard of giving was
expressed by tithing, giving one tenth of one’s gross income to the Temple and for its needs.
More than that, the Old Testament concept of “offering” was expressed par excellence in the
ritual of the “whole burnt offering”, the sacrificial offering on the altar. Jesus gave away all for
our salvation. He lived poorly as the son of a carpenter and sacrificed His life on the Cross as
a “whole burnt offering,” as the sacrificial lamb, for the forgiveness of our sins, in order to heal
our brokenness, and so that we may be restored to eternal life. We relive this timeless event
every time we offer bread and wine on the Christian altar, which we receive back as the Body
and Blood of our Savior for the forgiveness of our sins, for sanctification, and for our eternal
life. It is the same thing when we give proportionately and generously. From the income we
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earn through both our diligent hard work and God’s provision to us of the health, employment,
intellect and skill required to work, we take a generous and healthy portion, (in the Old
Testament and among many contemporary Christians, a tenth) and return it to God. We do this
with the same Eucharistic gratitude and with the same liturgical prayer: “Thine own of thine
own we offer unto Thee.”

Dr. Geleris writes in his book: “‘When we bless God with our money, God blesses us with
the things that money can’t buy.” The kinds of things that even billions of dollars can’t buy are
joy in our hearts, peace in our relationships, depth in prayer, and meaning in our lives.” This is
what Jesus had in mind when He said: “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth,
where moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and steal,” when He said that we
should be “rich towards God” (Luke 12:13-21). The Lord wants us to grow in the experience of
His love. When we understand this, then giving becomes for us generous, desirable, and a
joyful experience. It becomes for us more than a means to support ministries, church needs,
or even the poor, but a spiritual matter that is part of our souls, our union with God, our path
towards holiness, and ultimately our salvation. Amen.
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