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After the Gerasenes tell Jesus to leave their city, He returns to Galilee, from whence He had
come. We are told in the Gospel that a crowd welcomed Him, “for they were all waiting for
Him” (Luke 8:40). A ruler of the synagogue named Jairus falls at Jesus’ feet and begs Him to
come to his house to heal his twelve year old daughter who is gravely ill. Notice that when the
Jews reject Jesus and cast Him away, He quietly departs from them. But whenever the Jews
ask Jesus to return and ask for His help, He never rejects them, always offering them
compassion and mercy. Being not only a Jew but a leader of the synagogue, Jairus believed
that salvation came from legal worship, the shedding of the blood, the slaying of goats and
calves, circumcision of the flesh, resting on the sabbath, and all of the rest prescribed by the
Law. Intoday’s Gospel, Jairus will learn where true salvation is to be found.

The great patriarch Abraham was justified (saved) by faith and works. In Genesis 15:6 we
read, “And he [Abraham] believed in the Lord, and he accounted it to him for righteousness.”
Jairus initially believes that Jesus is a teacher, a rabbi. Furthermore, Jairus had faith that Jesus
was a wonder-worker, that He could heal the sick. As Jesus makes His way through the
throng, a woman who has suffered with an issue of blood for twelve years, trying to remain
hidden, touches the fringe of Jesus’ garment from behind. She has faith that Jesus can heal
her, but according to the Law she was considered impure and unclean because of her issue of
blood. And whoever was unclean was forbidden to touch anything that was holy or to
approach any man. Therefore, she was careful to remain concealed, because if she
transgressed the Law, she would have to bear the punishment which it imposed.

Obviously nothing is hidden from the Lord. He is not a mere teacher or rabbi with the
powers of a wonder-worker. He is the Son of God, the second hypostasis of the Holy Trinity.
Jesus does not impugn the woman for breaking the Law. Quite the opposite, He praises her,
and makes an example of her because of her faith. “Daughter, your faith has made you well.
Go in peace” (Luke 8:48). What Jesus wants Jairus to understand is that the Law, animal
sacrifice, and all such matters do not bring salvation. Salvation comes only through faith in
Jesus Christ, who is not merely a teacher or even a wonder-worker, but the Son of God. And
as Jesus said, “I did not come to abolish the Law but to fulfill it” (Matt. 5:15).

| would also like to point out that thronging around Jesus does not necessarily indicate that
the people believed and had faith in Jesus. “For those who throng do not believe,” says St.
Ambrose of Milan, “those who touch believe. Christ is touched by faith, Christ is seen by faith.
He is not touched by the body. He is not perceived by the eyes.” This is the crux of the matter.
Many people who saw Jesus in the flesh did not believe in Him. Seeing with the physical eyes
or touching with the physical body is not the prerequisite for faith. Therefore, faith and the
healing which proceeds from faith, is open to everyone, everywhere, now, today, tomorrow, and
forever.

St. Theophan the Recluse wrote: “People sometimes say, ‘I pray and pray, but my prayer
still isn’t heard.” Labor a little to ascend to a measure of prayer that cannot be refused, and
you will see why it was not heard. Whether you are in a prayerful state like Jairus, or in a
simple, ordinary one....when true prayer arises in your heart, it will undoubtedly reach the Lord
and incline Him to mercy. The question is how to attain such prayer. Labor, and you will attain
it. All prayer rules have as their object to lift up those who pray to such a measure of prayer,
and all who prudently follow this measure of prayer reach their goal.”1 Amen.
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