JESUS CASTS A DEMON OUT OF A BOY
The Power of Faith
1 Cor. 4:9-16, Matt. 17:14-23
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Many people acknowledge the existence of an invisible spiritual world, i.e., that spirits exist
in addition to the physical world around us. We Christians believe in the Spirit of God and the
invisible world of angels. In fact, we believe that every soul is assigned a Guardian Angel to
help us on the path to salvation. We also believe in the existence of the demons, led by Satan,
who seek the destruction and annihilation of mankind, both in body and in spirit. Mankind,
over the many centuries that have passed before us, had come to believe in the dominance of
the power of the evil spirits over that which is good. In fact, this eventually led to the belief that
only evil and capricious spirits exist and the existence of good spirits was forgotten. These evil
spirits even came to be worshipped as gods and idols. Our Lord, having come into the world,
taught and demonstrated to mankind that not only did God and the angels exist, but that the
spirit of good was far more powerful superior than the spirits of evil, that the power of good
had triumphed over the power of Satan, and that there is only one God and He is worshipped
as Holy Trinity—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. All other so-called “gods” and idols
are false-gods, and worse, they are demons.

When our Savior came down from Mount Tabor with James, John and Peter, He
encountered the other apostles surrounded by a crowd. A boy who was possessed by a
demon was brought by his father to the apostles so that they might cast out the demon. Also
in the crowd were Pharisees, and we know that no good would come from their mouths during
this scene. The father believed that his only son suffered from an illness which was tied in with
the moon. The father described that his son would often fall into the fire and other times into
the water. lllness and possession by demons are two separate things. First let me say that an
illness which is caused by the moon does not exist. Let me also make it very clear that mental
illness is an illness and not demonic possession. The synoptic gospels alternatively describe
this boy’s demonic possession as “lunacy”, “epilepsy”, and a “mute spirit.” Let me say very
clearly that epilepsy is an illness and not demonic possession. A very famous person who
suffered from epilepsy was the Russian writer Fyodor Dostoevsky. This boy did not have
epilepsy, and he was not ill because of the moon — he was possessed by a demon. The boy’s
suffering was not physical or biological, but demonic. We must never confuse the two.

The apostles had been given power by the Lord over the demons, and initially they were
successful in driving out demons. However, we see in today’s gospel something has changed,
and the apostles cannot drive the demon out of the boy. Having no success with the apostles,
the boy’s father now approaches our Savior. In Mark’s description of this event (Mark 9:14-29)
the father asks the Lord, “If you can do anything, have pity on us and help us.” The Lord asks
the father if he believes that He can cure the boy. The father sheds tears and wants his son to
be healed. He does not hide his unbelief. He speaks openly, with sincerity and replies, “I
believe; help my unbelief!” Sometimes tears must be shed before our faith becomes stronger.
Disobeying God, greed, and pride can diminish faith. When faith is diminished, so is the power
that accompanies it. Our forefather Adam had authority over every creature, but he lost that
power when he disobeyed God and succumbed to pride. We don’t know what temptations the
apostles fell prey to, but their faith was weakened, and along with it so was their power over
the demons.

There are examples elsewhere in the gospels where we see strong faith. In Matt. 8:2 the
leper says, “Lord, if you will, you can make me clean.” In Matt. 9:18 Jairus confesses his
strong faith that the Lord can heal his daughter when he says, “come and lay your hand on her,
and she will live.” The woman who suffered with a hemorrhage doesn’t even say anything but
merely touches the hem of Jesus’ garment and is healed. The centurion in Matt. 8:8 has such
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a strong faith that he believes that the Lord can heal his servant without the servant even being
present: “only say the word, and my servant will be healed.” These declarations of other
individuals show a strong faith when compared to the father of the boy in today’s gospel, who
says, “If you can...” St. Nikolai of Zi¢a says in his commentary on today’s gospel that we see
in today’s gospel that Jesus “is not concerned with judging people, but with arousing them.
Neither is He concerned with individually insulting, demeaning, or insulting anyone, but with
awakening their consciences and helping them to rise above themselves. What great teaching
this is for our times, for our generation, so ready with words and quick to take offense as it is!
Were men today only to restrain and measure the use of their tongues, and were they to stop
abusing one another, half the evil in the world would disappear, and half the evil spirits would
be driven out from among men.”

We learn today that we need God'’s help to have faith, and we also learn that living a life
according to God’s commandments is tantamount in order to have faith. The result of sin is
unbelief, and through unbelief a person falls away from God.

After this and other miracles our Savior chooses to speak about His upcoming passion,
arrest and death on the Cross with His apostles, that these events would be engraved on their
hearts so that when the time of suffering would come, they would not be afraid or lose faith.
This is also a teaching to us, that we must not look for nor expect a reward from men, but
instead we should be prepared for the worst and hardest blows and humiliations, even from
those to whom we have been of the greatest help.

Let us regard all human praise and glory as nothing. Let us ascribe to God the glory when
we do good, and let our good deeds be done for the sake of our love for God and our
neighbor. Let us ask the Lord that we would always live according to His commandments and
have faith, even as small as a mustard seed, for one mustard seed is strong enough to give
flavor to an entire meal. May our faith strengthen us in times of suffering and grief. If
perchance we do something good or kind, let us not take the credit, but give the glory to God,
who has done something good through us. May the glory always be to God, to the Father, to
His Only-Begotten Son, and to the All-Holy, Good, and Life-giving Spirit, now and ever, and
unto the ages of ages. Amen.
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