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God is always with us.  In times of joy and happiness, in times of material prosperity and 
success, sometimes we may forget to thank the Lord for our blessings, but God never forgets 
us.  In times of suffering, illness, and grief, when we feel that we need help and need Him most, 
sometimes we may experience doubt in God ~ but He is always with us.  When we become 
lazy, or tempted, or for whatever reason, we become lax in our prayers and attendance in 
church ~ God does not abandon us.  He is still with us.  When we succumb to sin and perhaps 
despair, feeling that living the Christian life is too hard for us ~ He always loves and cherishes 
us.  And even if a person were to hate and curse God ~ God is still there and always forgives 
us.  For you see, brothers and sisters, God never leaves us, no matter where the course of our 
life may take us, and no matter what the disposition of our hearts may be.  Until the very end of 
our lives, God will always be there to help us in any way possible, to guide and to lead us to 
salvation.  God loves each and every one of us, saint and sinner alike, and not for one moment 
does He ever forget any of us, because every human being is precious in the eyes of the Lord.

     Yes, there is much suffering in this life.  Many innocent people in the world suffer abuse, 
imprisonment and all sorts of persecution from evil minded men.  How many are the countless 
Jews and others who suffered unimaginable torture and death in the Nazi death camps?  How 
many are the countless Orthodox Christians and others who likewise suffered and perished in 
the concentration camps of Soviet and Communist Russia?  The film “Man of God”  is a 
depiction of the life of St. Nektarios, the “Saint of our Century.”  Like many saints, he was 
horribly and terribly slandered and persecuted his entire life as a result of the jealousy of certain 
authorities in the Church, because they had huge egos and also because they saw him as a 
threat to their personal ambitions.  In this film a man tells the saint, “If it had been done to me 
what has been done to you, I would no longer go to church.”  Later, when St. Nekatrios was ill 
and suffered unbearable pain, he says “My body may be withering away, but my soul is not.”  
God was always with St. Nektarios, and St. Nektarios firmly kept his faith in God his entire life.  
An innocent and holy bishop of the church, he never wavered, even while his faith was 
constantly being tested, when the unjust accusations and ridicule caused him to be 
unemployed and unable to buy food or pay rent.  

     When Peter sees Jesus walking on the water, his faith tells him that even he can walk on the 
water as well if Jesus would permit this.  After all, didn’t Jesus say that through faith we could 
move mountains (Matt. 17:20-21)?  Jesus beckons to Peter, and the apostle leaves the boat 
and steps on the sea, walking towards Jesus as if on dry land.  But as he approaches the Lord, 
storm clouds are gathering, and Peter becomes afraid.  And what happens?  His faith weakens 
and he begins to sink.  He stretches out his hand and cries out, “Lord, save me!”  Jesus saves 
him, saying, “O man of little faith, why did you doubt?”

     When St. Gregory the Theologian was still an un-baptized young man, he once found 
himself in a boat crossing the Mediterranean Sea.  A fierce storm arose and everyone on the 
boat feared that they would perish.  St. Gregory in particular was terrified, not as much for his 
physical life as for his immortal soul, because he was afraid to die without having been 
baptized.  Metropolitan Hilarion (Alfeyev) writes that “this storm had a beneficial and saving 
effect on him, for at that moment he promised that if he were to be saved, he would dedicate 
the rest of his life to serving God.  God saves men through various ways — not only through 
the waters of baptism, but on the waves of disaster and sorrow.  And many of those who 
suffered grief and sorrow in this life, even torture, persecution and death, today are with the 
Lord in the Kingdom of Heaven.”1
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     When storm clouds gather around us, brothers and sisters, let us not despair.  And if we 
should find ourselves sinking, let us, like the apostle Peter, stretch out our arm to the only one 
who can save us from the abyss, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  The great maxim of St. 
John Chrysostom was “Glory to God for all things!”  Let us all also adopt this way of thinking 
and take this saying to heart.  Let us always and in all things give thanks to the Lord ~ for the 
joys as well as for the sorrows, for the good and for the bad, for everything in our lives, come 
what may.  Everything is for our salvation.  And like St. Gregory the Theologian, let us also, 
each in his or her own way, also dedicate the rest of our lives to serving God.  In the words of 
St. Herman of Alaska, “From this day, this hour, this very minute, let us strive above all else to 
love God and do His will!”  Amen! 


____________________________________________________ 

1. “Проповеди - Том II - Воскресные дни,” Митрополит Иларион (Алфеев), Издательский 

дом “Познание”, 2017, стр. 114.       
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