JESUS HEALS A CENTURION’S SERVANT
“Faith is the Assurance of Things Hoped For”
Rom. 6:18-23, Matt. 8:5-13
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In today’s Gospel reading we heard about how our Savior healed a centurion’s servant.
When the Lord told the centurion that He would heal his servant, the centurion answered,
“Lord, | am not worthy to have you come under my roof; but only say the word, and my servant
will be healed” (Matt. 8:8). In the pre-Communion prayers we repeat the same sentiment
expressed by the centurion: “I know, O Lord my God, that | am unworthy and am not meet
that Thou shouldest enter beneath the roof of the temple of my soul...” The Lord said in
Matthew 9:29, “According to your faith let it be done to you.” And then the Lord fulfilled the
request of the centurion and made a miracle according to the centurion’s faith.

We are reminded today about the significance of faith in our lives. Faith, according to the
apostle Paul, “is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen” (Hebrews
11:1). A person who does not believe will not acquire faith based solely on rational arguments
of logic or philosophy. Faith is acquired when our spiritual eyes are opened to see how God
reveals Himself to us in our lives, which He dos in many ways. We believe because we see and
feel the presence of God in our lives: when we go to church, when we pray at the Divine
Liturgy, and when we receive Holy Communion, for through the Eucharist God unites Himself
with us. He doesn’t merely come to us and favor us with His good will, but becomes part of
our spiritual and physical being. He penetrates and enters into our body. His Blood flows
through our veins, and our entire humanness is renewed by His Divine grace. We believe
because God'’s Divine providence becomes apparent in our personal lives. This is the surety in
the unseen of which the apostle Paul spoke.

This is the same faith which helped the saints perform miracles throughout the centuries. It
is the same faith which strengthened the confessors and martyrs to suffer persecution, torture,
imprisonment, and death throughout the ages without wavering from their confession of the
Orthodox faith. This is the faith which for hundreds of years inspired prophets, apostles,
luminaries of the church, ascetics, teachers, preachers — all who labored for piety and
enlightened the world in Divine truth and morality. Today as well, and until the end of time, this
faith will transfigure and sanctify our lives and the lives of those to come.

According to St. Paul, faith is the assurance of things hoped for, because we all hope that
when we pass into eternal life the Lord, in His mercy, will accept us into His heavenly Kingdom.
Already in this world we are partakers of the heavenly Kingdom. The fulfillment of what we
hope for is occurring already now in our lives. In the Lord’s Prayer we pray, “Thy Kingdom
come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.”

This is what we receive when we have faith. Life without faith is a life of illusion and a life
without meaning. People without faith think that they are living life, but eventually everything
that they call “life” will pass away. Today a person may enjoy pleasures but tomorrow will
encounter suffering and eventually death, often sooner than we think, without understanding
the purpose of one’s existence.

The believer is a person who understands the purpose of his life. For him life is oriented
according to spiritual principles and the law of God. The believer understands that he is living
not only for himself but for others as well. The believer understands the necessity of
accumulating and gathering the riches which “neither moth nor rust consumes” (Matt. 6:20), —
the riches which never perish but accompany us and go with us into life eternal. Amen.
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