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     In today’s gospel two blind men approach the Lord and ask Him for healing.  Man was 
created with five senses.  From time to time some of us learn to live without one or more of our 
senses, such as sight or hearing.  Besides the obvious physical and biological understanding 
of the human senses, each of our senses also has a spiritual dimension.  Today’s gospel lesson 
focuses on sight.  The physical blindness of these two men symbolizes the spiritual blindness 
that we all suffer from, and the restoration of their sight symbolizes the healing of our spiritual 
blindness that can only come from our Savior through faith and humility.  It is so easy for 
people to be blind to the truth about themselves.  It is not hard to notice when others do not 
see the truth about what they do, but it is often quite difficult to notice our own blindness.  If 
we are honest, we will acknowledge that we are quite skilled in shutting our eyes to 
uncomfortable truths. That should not be surprising, for we are inhabitants of a world darkened 
by sin and death.  Like the men in today’s gospel lesson, we are all blind because we lack full 
spiritual clarity; and we cannot simply give ourselves the ability to behold the truth perfectly. 
Unfortunately, we often prefer the darkness of our impaired vision to the brilliant light of Christ.  
The Lord said, “I am the way, the truth, and the light” (John 14:6-7).

     When the two blind men approach the Lord and ask that their sight be restored, the Lord 
asks them if they believe that He is able to do this.  The spiritual healing which Christ brought 
to the earth requires faith.  We see time and again how our Savior asks those who seek healing 
from him about their faith and whether or not they believe in Him.  When the Lord was asked 
by the centurion to heal his servant and the Lord inquired about his faith, the centurion 
honestly expressed his doubt, beseeching the Lord, “Help my unbelief.”  Such humility and 
honesty was sufficient, and the Lord healed the centurion’s servant.  Although the centurion 
seemed to lack faith by prefacing his request with the words “If you can,” in reality the 
centurion had a much stronger faith than we are led to believe, which he demonstrated when 
he said that it was not even necessary for the Lord to visit the sick servant in order to heal him, 
but that the Lord had the power to perform the healing by just saying the word.  It is natural 
that sometimes our faith may seem weaker than at other times.  We should imitate the 
centurion when that happens, and pray “Lord, help my unbelief.”  So often we face difficulties 
in life, and sometimes they lead us to despair.  It is remarkable how often we forget that God, 
the Most Holy Theotokos, our Guardian Angel, and the entire host of heaven is always by our 
side, and yet we don’t cry out to them for help.  Whatever situation arises, whatever the 
circumstance may be, we must train ourselves to never forget God but always turn first to Him 
for help, strength, wisdom, and guidance.

     The Lord now turns to a man who has lost the ability to speak.  Just like our ability to see, 
our ability to speak has profound spiritual significance, for the Lord taught that “A good man 
brings good things out of the good stored up in his heart, and an evil man brings evil things out 
of the evil stored up in his heart. For the mouth speaks what the heart is full of” (Luke 6:45). 
The Scriptures contain many warnings about the dangers associated with mindlessly running 
our mouths.  We read in the Psalms, “Set a watch, O Lord, before my mouth; keep the door of 
my lips” (Ps. 141:3).  Christ taught that we will have to give an account for every idle word that 
we speak, “For by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be 
condemned” (Matt. 12:36).  It is not what goes into our mouths, but what comes out of them 
that defiles us (Matt. 15:11).  As St. James wrote, the tongue is small, powerful, and very 
difficult to control: “It corrupts the whole body, sets the whole course of one’s life on fire, and is 
itself set on fire by hell” (Jas. 3:6).  The uncomfortable truth is that how and what we speak 
reveals the true state of our souls.  Think about that for a moment.  Whether we are embracing 
Christ’s healing is not an inscrutable secret, but is plain for all to hear in the words we speak 

Page  of 1 2



every day.  And especially if we have fallen prey to the temptation to slander and condemn 
others, we must remember what the Lord said, “Judge not, that you be not judged.  For with 
what judgment you judge, you will be judged; and with the measure you use, it will be 
measured back to you” (Matt. 7:1-2).  We all need to be on guard against the temptation to 
speak about others in ways that serve only to bring judgment upon ourselves.

     Like the men in today’s gospel reading, we all need the healing of the Lord for our eyes, our 
mouths, and every aspect of who we are.  We must guard our eyes and what we look at, we 
must guard our speech, and what we say, and we must guard our hearing, and what we listen 
to.  What we fill our senses with impacts our hearts.  If we allow our hearts to be filled with 
darkness, then it will be difficult to see the bright light of Christ.  We must never let our guard 
down.  Let us struggle to guard our senses from the darkness of what is evil, what is corrupt, 
and what is unseemly, so that our hearts and our very souls may be illumined with the bright 
light of Christ and His healing.  Amen.   
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