JESUS WALKS ON THE SEA
Each of us is precious in the eyes of God
1 Cor. 3:9-17, Matt. 14:22-34

Based on a sermon by Metropolitan Hilarion (Alfeyev)

During a storm at sea the disciples of Christ began to fear that they would perish, when
suddenly they beheld the Lord approaching them, walking on the water. They thought that
they saw a ghost and trembled with fear, when the Lord spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it
is I; have no fear,” — and then the apostle Peter goes out on the waves to meet the Lord. As
long as the apostle had faith and did not doubt, he was able to walk on the water, but when he
began to have doubts, he began to sink.

God is with us not only during the great and glorious moments of our life, when we, like
Peter, James, and John, accompany the Lord on the mountain and experience the uncreated
Divine light, but He is no less present with us during those times when we feel hopeless in the
storm of life and feel that our ship is beginning to sink. The Lord is everywhere and always with
every person. His presence is spread out in the same way, both on the righteous as well as on
the sinner. In addition, He is with us during those moments when we experience the closeness
of God as well as when we feel that God is far away. God is always with us — in happiness,
and in sorrow. If perhaps we sometimes do not feel God’s presence, it is because we do not
always open our hearts to God and we are not always ready to love God with all our hearts and
all our minds. God'’s love is endless, and for this reason God never forgets even one person,
not even for a moment. Each of us is remembered by God and abides in His love; for each of
us is precious in the eyes of God. God does not abandon anyone, even if a person feels like he
has been abandoned.

From time to time, sometimes because of war, sometimes because of natural calamities,
sailors and those at sea find themselves in dire and terrible circumstances. Many have
perished at sea, also during wars and sometimes during typhoons, tsunamis, hurricanes, or
other natural occurrences. We must remember, however, that these people, separated from
the rest of the world and unable to call for help, — all of these people were in God’s presence,
because the Lord was with them, even in the icy depths of the sea. Abandoned and helpless,
they were with God, and the Lord did not leave them, not even for a minute.

We must always remember that no matter what happens with a person, no matter what
disaster or storm of life he encounters, everywhere and always God is present with him, and
everywhere and always His presence is grace-filled and salvific. We must never doubt that the
Lord saves not only those who openly experience His presence in church, in the sacraments,
and above all in the Holy Eucharist, but also those who, due to some kind of circumstances,
find themselves outside of the Church or still on the path of coming to the Church.

The Lord even saves those who flee from the Church. Remember the prophet Jonah, who
did not want to obey the mission that God gave him, and fled from God on a ship. A storm
began, and Jonah was thrown into the sea and was eaten by a whale. But from the depths of
the sea he cried out to God, and the Lord rescued him.

Remember those who were either saved or perished during the Flood. Noah and his family
were saved by God so that humanity could survive on earth, but the vast majority of people
ended up in the deadly and at the same time saving depths of the sea. The Flood was deadly
because they lost their earthly lives, but the Flood was, at least for some, for their salvation,
because, as the apostle Peter says, “a few... were saved through water” (literally, “saved by
means of water”) (1 Pet. 3,20). They exhausted their possibilities to grow close to God here on
the earth, going into the nether regions, not in order to be forgotten there for eternity, but in
order to encounter the Lord there, Who during His descent into Hades preached the Gospel to
them, about which also the apostle Peter also speaks. All of this bears witness to the fact that
the Lord is always with us, with each one of us. The Lord abides with those who are being
saved but does not abandon those who are perishing. No matter how deeply one may feel
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hopeless and forsaken by God, the Lord is always by his side because He wants to save him.
Therefore, let us not lose hope for the salvation of those people who, according to human
logic, should not be saved, — those who died without faith, without repentance or without
being baptized.

The luminary St. Gregory the Theologian, when he was a young man and not yet baptized,
once took a trip by ship on the Mediterranean Sea. A storm began, and the ship found itself in
distress, so that the sailors and passengers lost hope that they would survive. Gregory feared
less the distress of the sea, which might devour him and become for him a watery grave, but
feared much more that he might die without the saving water of baptism. It turned out that the
storm was beneficial and salvific for Gregory, because at that moment he made a promise to
dedicate his life to the service of God. The Lord saves men in various ways — not only by the
water of baptism, but also by means of the waves of distress and sorrow. Many of those who
have suffered and sorrowed in this life, who were tortured and died, today are in heaven with
the Lord. It was on the 16th of August (according to the Julian calendar) in 2000 that the
Russian Orthodox Church numbered among the saints the New-martyrs and Confessors of
Russia, men and women of all walks of life who suffered during the years of persecution, who
through the struggle of martyrdom entered into the kingdom of heaven. We know that through
their sufferings they received that blessed peace, of which may God grant that each one of us
would be made worthy, by the prayers of the Holy New-martyrs and Confessors of Russia.
Amen.

The Four Chaplains
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