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The scene in today’s parable is the road from Jerusalem to Jericho. This is an isolated road,
and anyone walking on it can find himself alone. It is no wonder that muggings and robberies
often occurred on this road. A man has been attacked and severely beaten by robbers. He is
laying on the side of the road in need of help. We do not know anything about him: his
religion, his political or cultural beliefs and practices, his ethnicity, place of origin, his age, or
even his name. All we know is that he is a a fellow human being who is severely injured and in
need of help. A priest and later a Levite pass by. These men, because of the nature of their
high calling, are in word and deed expected to lead exemplary lives as representatives of the
God of Israel. Our Savior explains to a lawyer that the greatest law is to love God with all our
soul, heart, and mind (the “Shema,” the greatest prayer of Israel), and to love our neighbor as
ourselves. If we do not love our neighbor, then it is impossible to love God. St. John the
Theologian taught, “If anyone says, ‘I love God,” but hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone
who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, Whom he has not seen” (1
John 4:20).

The priest and Levite ignore the man who need’s help and pass him by. Our Savior said, “If
you did it not to the least of these my brethren, you did it not to me” (Matt. 25:40). Our Savior
said this when He discussed Judgment Day, and explained that we will be judged by how we
treated our neighbor.

Then a Samaritan happens to pass by. The Jews judged, ostracized and condemned the
Samaritans as schismatics. Whereas the priest and the Levite of the true God passed by, it is
the Samaritan, ironically, who stops to help the man. Our Savior was despised and rejected by
the Jewish leaders just like the Samaritans, so the Samaritan in today’s Gospel can be
considered as symbolizing our Savior Himself. The Samaritan treats the wounds of the injured
man with antiseptics and healing agents by pouring oil and wine on his wounds. He lays the
man on his beast and carries him to an inn. He pays the innkeeper to take care of the man so
that the man may be healed and made well again. He promises to pay more if need be when
he returns to check on the injured man. This is a paradigm of how our Savior saved all of us.
We were all lying injured, bleeding, and dying in a broken world in bondage to sin and to Satan.
The inn is the Church, and the soothing and healing oil and wine are the holy sacraments, the
Mysteries, that we receive in the church for the healing of our souls and our bodies. The
legalistic and hypocritical Jewish leaders who rejected the Messiah were useless in the case of
the injured man today, just as they were of no spiritual benefit when it came to healing their
own people from the ravages of sin.

Our high calling as Christians is to imitate our Savior in the boundless love that He has for
all mankind. Among other things, that means gaining the strength to love our neighbors as
ourselves by showing them mercy. Even loving only those we love most in life, such as family
and friends, can often be difficult because of our self-centeredness. Our Christian high calling
exceeds that. We are called upon to also love particular people we do not like and even
members of groups we perceive as threats or enemies. This may seem impossibly hard, but it
becomes possible if we practice Christianity as it should be: not merely as a legalistic code of
conduct, but participation in the Divine life of our Savior Himself. To paraphrase the renowned
theologian and professor Fr. John Romanides, “Christianity is not merely learning how to be
good little boys and good little girls.” Christianity above all else is uniting ourself in Christ with
the goal of the Divine Vision of God. It is from this that everything else flows and becomes
possible. The Jewish leaders had all the moral laws. You do not need God to write platitudes
about morality and rules about how we should live our lives. All of this is empty, worthless, and
even impossible to fulfill if we lose sight of our goal to become sanctified and united with God
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in an intimate and personal way. The ultimate goal of the Christian is to behold the Divine
Vision of God. If we lose sight of this, if our Christianity becomes merely a “feel good religion,’
then even our moral code of conduct, no matter how good it may seem, becomes twisted,
hypocritical, and unattainable because of our self-centeredness. Without a deep personal
relationship with our Savior and making Him the focus of our attention, then all else is merely
theory and hypothesis, lacking any substance.

Like the injured man who can be healed only by cooperating with his physicians and
therapists, taking his medicines, and doing the exercises and stretches prescribed for him, we
can only be healed through the life in Christ in the holy ministries of his Body, the Church. As
we grow in the spiritual life through the life in the Church, then we will grow in our ability to
manifest our Savior’s compassionate love to our neighbors.

Fr. John LeMans writes: “We do not receive the Eucharist in order to fulfill a legal obligation,
but for “the forgiveness of sins and life everlasting.” If we receive Communion, we must live in
communion with Christ by conveying His compassionate love to our suffering neighbors. We
do not take Confession for legalistic reasons, but to be healed from the damage our sins have
done to our souls. All the holy Mysteries of the Church strengthen us for a life of ever-greater
union with Christ, which will bear fruit in how we treat the people we encounter every day.

Even as He offered Himself fully on the Cross for our salvation, there is no limit to the offering
that He calls us to make of our lives for the sake of others. Those who have received His
mercy will extend that same mercy to their neighbors, no matter who they are. The Lord’s
words at the end of today’s gospel reading apply directly to us: “Go and do likewise.” Amen.
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