PARABLE OF THE RICH MAN AND POOR LAZARUS
Luk 16:19-31
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The Holy New Martyr Elizabeth was a princess of the house of Hesse-Darmstadt. It is said
that she was Queen Victoria of Great Britain’s favorite granddaughter. It was also said that her
physical beauty was so astounding, that no sculptor or painter could come close to capturing it
in marble or on canvas. More astounding, however, was her inner beauty, of which | will speak
about in a moment. She was Lutheran by faith when she married the governor of Moscow,
Grand Duke Sergei Alexandrovich Romanov, the uncle of the Tsar Martyr Nicholas Il. She was
never pressured into becoming Orthodox. However, on her own and by the grace of God, she
came to love the Russian Orthodox faith, and her husband was filled with great joy when she
informed him of her intention to convert to the Orthodox Christian faith.

Naturally St. Elizabeth was a woman of great wealth and an intricate member of the most
powerful family in the Empire. We see, however, that she was not obsessed or possessed by
her jewels, money, or exalted position in society. Her heart was filled with God and what
captivated her was not diamonds or rubies but love for our Savior and Lord Jesus Christ.
When her husband was blown to pieces by the bomb of an assassin, she quietly gathered all
the pieces of flesh and bone that was once her husband into the folds of her dress for eventual
burial. Severely impressed by the temporariness and superficiality of the tinsel and glitter that
captivate so many of us in this earthly life, she became a nun. St. Elizabeth sold her extensive
collection of clothes and jewels in order to found a new monastery in Moscow: the Monastery
of Sts. Martha and Mary. In addition to the usual rules of prayer and asceticism, she asked for
and received a blessing from the bishop to dedicate her monastery to serving the poor, the
sick, the hungry, the homeless, unwed mothers, and anyone who was in need. She was in a
position to selfishly serve her own materialistic pleasures and desires to the utmost, but
instead she realized that perhaps the most important thing in this life is to serve and care for
others instead. The good that she did for others made no impression on the Bolsheviks when
they came to power. They brutalized and murdered her in a horrific way. Today in Russia a
statue has been erected in her honor. At the base of the statue it says, “C nokasiHuem,” “We
repent ~ we are sorry.”

We see in today’s parable a rich man who is an extreme example of self-indulgence ~ food,
banquets, parties, fine clothes, possessions, whatever he can think of to throw his money away
on to indulge his carnal pleasure loving and selfish way of life. He is so blinded by his
selfishness that he does not even notice that there is a poor, homeless, starving man laying at
his doorstep. Countless times the rich man must have stepped over Lazarus, not even
realizing that this obstruction by his doorway was a human being. With all of the extreme
abundance that he had, it never even occurred to him to share even a crumb or a penny with
anyone in need, least of all to poor Lazarus who he never even noticed. How opposite was the
attitude and inner disposition of this rich man when compared to the real life of St. Elizabeth
the New-Martyr! She could have chosen to conduct herself the same way as the rich man in
the parable, but instead she not only shared, but she gave all that she had, even dedicating her
very own life to serving the poor and the needy.

The blindness of the rich man was much more serious than not only being able to see or
notice poor Lazarus. If we are blind to our neighbor, then we are also blind to Christ, because
the way that we see Christ is by seeing Him in our neighbor. St. Elizabeth was not tempted by
her riches, and she was able to open her heart to mercy. love, and holiness. There are many
people who envy others who are rich, like the rich man in today’s parable. However, there was
nothing to envy about him. In fact, we should shudder and be terrorized, because the rich man
was filled with selfish darkness. In the next life the rich man and Lazarus were engulfed in the
light and fire of the Holy Spirit and God’s love. Some, like the rich man in today’s parable, are
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so engulfed by self-centeredness, disregard for their neighbors, and hatred of God, that the
grace of God in the next life will only fill them with torment and bitter regret. We are all broken
people in this life, but the lesson of today’s parable is that we will find the healing of our souls
that we seek if we learn to see, serve, and love Christ in the people we encounter every day. In
other words, in serving others we are serving Jesus Christ. When we call out for His mercy as
we struggle to live faithfully in this way, we will behold a measure of the divine glory and find
ourselves already participating in the eternal Kingdom of God. Amen.

HOLY NEW-MARTYR ST. ELIZABETH
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