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     On this day we hear the Gospel reading in which our Lord Jesus Christ recounts the parable 
of the two debtors.  One man owed a huge sum to his master, while another man owed a very 
small amount to him.  The master forgave his servant the huge debt, but his servant did not 
want to forgive the man who owed him a small amount (Matt. 18:23-35).

     The Lord tells this parable, on the one hand, in order to show how we should conduct our 
relationship with God, and on the other hand, to bring to our attention the way w should 
interrelate with each other.  It is not by chance that in the prayer “Our Father,” which we say 
many times, in our daily prayers and at every Divine Service — the only one that our Lord 
Jesus Christ Himself dictated to His disciples and thereby placed upon our lips — we hear:  
“And forgive us our debts1 as we forgive our debtors.”  Thus, God’s forgiveness of our sins and  
debts is directly dependent upon whether or not we are able to forgive the debts that others 
owe to us.  By this very prayer we become obligated — if, of course, we don’t want our prayer 
to remain fruitless — to forgive debts.

     What kind of debts are we speaking about?  Of course, we don’t only have in mind money:  
we lend it out and expect it to be returned.  However, the Lord teaches us more:  to forgive the 
debts of those who cannot repay what they owe.  What’s more, we are not only talking about 
the financial circumstances of one person before another, but about other numerous forms of 
debts which bind people to one another.  Very often, having given someone a loan, we willingly, 
or unwillingly expect the person to do something good for us in return.  We expect to be 
thanked in some way, and if this doesn’t happen, we become irritated and feel burdened by our 
relationship with this person, all the while bearing a grudge against him.  One person will 
directly say, “I expect this and that from you,” while someone else will harbor poison in their 
heart, instead of forgiving the person’s debt in accordance with God’s commandment, and 
continue to live as though the debt never existed at all.  

     The Lord is very condescending towards us; our weaknesses and our sins.  Many people 
commit the types of sins that, according to Divine justice, deserve severe punishment, but God 
has mercy on them, because, again and again, day after day, month after month, and year after 
year, He waits for us to repent.  He forgives us our sins when we repent, and He is long 
suffering when we don’t repent and continue to sin.  

     However, God’s long suffering is not an excuse for sinful behavior.  It does not justify us 
when we cannot, like the Lord, forgive our debtors.  Just as the Lord loves us not because of 
our merits, good deeds, or spiritual struggles, but because He created each of us and loves us 
as His sons and daughters, in the same way, He expects us to love others, regardless of how 
they behave and act towards us, whether in a good way or in a bad way.  We must accept all 
people as our brothers and sisters, for all of us are the children of one Father.  Thus, if we have 
one Father, it means that we are all bound to each other by that love with which He loved us, 
even before we came into this world; before we even did anything good or evil.

     God’s love towards us never weakens or decreases.  Even when we sin, even when we 
oppose God by our way of life, behavior, or our actions and do what is contrary to His will, 
nonetheless, the Lord is alway long suffering.  The Lord waits for our repentance and for us to 
turn to Him, and He expects us to likewise be merciful and condescending towards those who 
are obligated or indebted to us in some way.

     There are quite a few such people around us.  These are precisely the people the Lord is 
speaking about, when He says that we must forgive their debts, so that He might forgive us our 
debts.  This is the bond by which the Lord has bound people to Himself and to one another.  
Thus, our behavior in this earthly life towards one another is most closely connected to our 
eternal destiny and our relationship with God.
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     Theoretically, we already know all of this, and we have heard about it many times, but it is 
much more difficult, it seems, to actually fulfill this commandment in our lives.  Be that as it 
may, the Lord does not offer us a different path.  This is the narrow path which leads to the 
Kingdom of God.    Many people instead follow the wide path:  If they lend money, they 
demand it back; if they do a good deed, they expect a good deed in return.  The Lord put us 
on a narrow, difficult, and at times, sorrowful path, but in the final analysis, it precisely brings us 
joy and grace-filled comfort from the Lord—even here, on this earth—and opens the Kingdom 
of Heaven to us in the age to come.  It is the path of mercy, love, and forgiveness.  Our Lord 
Jesus Christ Himself set us an example.  He didn’t simply declare commandments and leave 
us to fulfill them, but was Himself an example of limitless love, limitless long suffering and 
compassion.  When He was crucified on the Cross, He prayed for the soldiers who hammered 
the nails into His palms and the soles of His feet:  “Father, forgive them; for they know not what 
they do” (Luke 23:34).

     Often, many of those who don’t respond to our good deeds with good deeds, who don’t 
keep the commandments of God, also don’t know what they are doing.  We shouldn’t judge 
them, be angry with them, or harbor in our hearts wrath or ill-will against them.  When this 
happens, we should turn to the Lord with the same prayer that He said for those who crucified 
him, and ask that they be forgiven.  If we pray to the Lord in this way, then the Lord will also 
forgive us.

__________________________________________________________

1. In the original Greek, when He spoke the prayer “Our Father,” the Lord used the word 

ὀφειλήματα, which, translated into English, means debts.  This is often incorrectly 
mistranslated as “trespasses.”  It is correctly translated in the original King James version 
of the Bible as “debts.”
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