THE PARABLE OF THE WEDDING FEAST
Matthew 22:1-14
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In Isaiah 25:6-8 we read, “On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a
feast of fat things, a feast of choice wines—of fat things full of marrow, of choice wines well
refined. And he will destroy on this mountain the covering that is cast over all peoples, the veil
that is spread over all nations. He will swallow up death for ever, and the Lord God will wipe
away tears from all faces, and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth, for
the Lord has spoken.” In the parable which we heard today, our Savior expounds upon this
image of the prophet Isaiah’s description of the Kingdom of Heaven, and likens Heaven to a
great banquet given by a King in order to rejoice and celebrate his son’s wedding. The King
symbolizes God the Father, and his son, the bridegroom, is our Lord Jesus Christ. Although
not specifically mentioned in today’s parable, elsewhere the Lord often speaks of the Church,
the people of God, as the Bride of Christ. There is no limit to the love that the Bridegroom has
for His Bride, and for her salvation the Bridegroom sacrificed His very own life. In the Old
Testament, the imagery of bride and bridegroom is by far the most used analogy for the
relationship of God and His people.

It was customary in Biblical times to wear a special “wedding garment” at a marriage feast.
It would have been highly disrespectful not to wear one and dare to attend the wedding
banquet. Such an act of disrespect would never have been tolerated, and the offender would
have been hastily cast out. The wedding garment our Savior speaks about today is not
external adornment, but the beauty and adornment of the soul. In order to be welcomed to
attend the Heavenly Banquet we must live our life by performing righteous deeds: almsgiving,
stewardship, prayer, fasting, and works of mercy. We must also adorn our souls with moral
purity and cleanness. There is no one among us who is not in need of cleansing our inner
wedding garment, which is our soul. Our wedding garment is torn, tattered, and like a filthy
rag. If we try to enter the Heavenly Banquet with such a wedding garment, like the guest in
today’s parable, we will be cast out into outer darkness, where there is weeping and gnashing
of teeth (Matt. 22:13). Our Bridegroom, the Lord, is madly in love with us to the end. There is
nothing He has not done and will not do, so that we might be raised up and enter into that
bridal chamber in the heavens. At Matins during Holy Week, when the sun is beginning to
shine, we sing the “hymn of light “ : “I see Your bridal chamber all adorned, O my Savior, and |
have no wedding garment that | may enter. O giver of Life, enlighten the vesture of my soul and
save me.”

Fr. Thomas Hopko said the following: “He is our Bridegroom and we are His Bride. No
matter how sinful, how apostate, how wretched, how insane we become; no matter how much
we flee from Him, He chases after us and finds us—even in the pit of Hades, in the realm of
death—and there He consummates His love affair with us, and He makes us—if we surrender
to His love—His beloved Bride.”

“Christ is the Bridegroom, divinely beautiful; and He chooses us, the Church, as His Bride
so that we can share that very same beauty, that very same glory, that very same splendor, and
that very same life and reality with Him, forever.” In the Book of Revelation 19:6-7 it says:
“Then | heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the sound of many waters,
and like the sound of mighty thunder peals, crying, ‘Hallelujah! For the Lord our God the
Almighty reigns, Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb
has come, and His Bride has made herself ready.”

Then, later, the angel says, “Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the
Lamb” (Rev. 19:9). The King sends his servants into the streets and invites as many as they
can find to the marriage feast, both good and bad (Matt. 22:9). We are all invited to the
Heavenly Banquet, each and every one of us, and all mankind. However, we will be required to
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wear the proper wedding garment, otherwise we will surely be cast out. When we go to a
wedding reception we are very diligent in preparing and selecting what we will wear. We spend
a great deal of time adorning our bodies, our hair, our faces. After all of this preparation we
enter confidently and attend the wedding banquet. However, if we do not show the same
diligence and effort to cleanse, beautify, and adorn our inner wedding garment, we will in no
wise be permitted to enter into the eternal Heavenly Banquet to which we are all invited by God
the King. Let us attend to our souls and seek to be true ministers of Christ by serving God, the
Church, and our neighbors. And let us daily repent and weep for our sins and failings, so that
when that final day comes, and we are at the door of the Lord’s banquet, the door will be
opened to us, and the Lord will say, “Enter! Well done, thou good and faithful servant. Enter
into the joy of the Lord” (Matt. 25:21,23). Amen.
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