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When our Savior spoke the parable we heard today about the wicked tenants, the Jews
who heard him understood very well that He was speaking about Israel. The Hebrews did not
have a good track record for keeping the commandments of God and fulfilling God’s will. In
His unlimited love and mercy, God sent the prophets to enlighten, admonish, and call Israel to
repentance, but the Hebrews would beat, stone, and kill the prophets. Finally, God sent His
Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, and we know how the Jewish leadership responded to Him.

This parable does not only have historical significance, for the parable is also addressed to
the modern world and to us today. Many people in the world reject God and His
commandments. Sometimes their rejection is merely indifference, and sometimes their
rejection is in the form of hatred and persecution. They both harm the soul, and in rejecting
God, life has no purpose for them. The premise of philosophers such as Albert Camus, is that
life is absurd and meaningless. These philosophers gave this belief a name: existentialism.
We saw the extreme hatred of God rear its ugly head in Soviet Russia where clergy and
believers were murdered, incarcerated in psychiatric hospitals, concentration camps, and
where churches and all that was sacred was mocked or destroyed. The external practice of
religion and the religious education of children was forbidden. For example, if a child wore a
cross in school, the cross would be ripped off the child’s neck, the child would be severely
reprimanded, and the parents faced stiff punishment. Our Lord Jesus Christ was replaced by
Vladimir Lenin and Karl Marx who were worshipped as a form of idolatry. Everyone was taught
that religion was mythology and mere tales taught by old grandmothers. However, it was these
grandmothers who kept Christianity alive. It was these disdained grandmothers who secretly
baptized their grandchildren when there was a dearth of priests and there was a fear to have
them baptized. It was these grandmothers who kept the continuity of Orthodox Christianity
until the inevitable day arrived when the locked and chained doors of the churches were
opened once again.

Many modern families have deliberately rejected religion and do not teach religious morals
or values to their children. The children are not taught the meaning of life. The result is a
miasma of hopelessness and despair in the hearts of our youth who turn to drugs, alcohol, and
very often suicide. When else in history have we witnessed the contemporary phenomenon
which is constantly repeating itself, where young people act as assassins and murder school
children?

What should be our response to this atheistic ideology which reigns in the modern secular
world? We heard the answer today in the words of the holy apostle Paul: Be established in the
faith (1 Cor. 16:13). Be established in the faith, keep your faith, value your faith — faith in God,
faith in Christ and faith in His Holy Church by which we receive salvation. Be established in the
faith, because only faith can fill your hearts and quench the spiritual thirst that we all
experience. Be established in the faith, because only faith and nothing else gives you the tools
to teach and raise your children. Be established in the faith, because your future and the future
of the generations to come depend upon it. Their future does not depend on how much money
you were able to leave them as an inheritance, but whether or not you were able to pass on to
them the true faith and help them to understand the meaning of life.

Let us heed the Lord’s words which we listened to today as a warning which is meant for
each of us. Let us beseech the Lord to help us to be established in the faith and to keep and
preserve the faith. Let us also pray that the faith which we received from our parents, or which
we acquired on our own, or which was given to us by the Lord, that we would be able to pass
this faith on to our children. Amen.



