
RAISING THE SON OF THE WIDOW OF NAIN 
Luke 7:11-16 
2 Cor. 4:6-15 

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted” 

     Our Savior performed three resurrection miracles in the Gospel.  First, he raised the 
daughter of Jairus who was still lying on her bed.  Next, he raised the only son of a widow as 
he was being carried in the funeral procession for burial.  Lastly, he raised his friend Lazarus, 
who had already lain for three days in the tomb and whose body had already started became 
corrupt and emitted a foul odor.  These miracles are the acting out of a prophecy.  Our Savior is 
teaching us that He is the author of death and life.  He is showing us that a future resurrection 
awaits all of us, where there will no longer be any sickness or sorrow.

     As a result of our brokenness there is much grief and sorrow in the world.  We grieve for the 
loved ones who have passed on into the next life, we grieve for the sufferings and sorrows of 
loved ones and all fellow human beings who suffer for one reason or another in their lives, and 
we grieve for ourselves, for our own sins and failings and because of the weight of the cross 
that we must carry in this world.  The widow of Nain wept when her son died ~ what parent 
would not grieve with the loss of a child at a young age?  Furthermore, with the loss of her son, 
she no longer had anyone to protect her, and she would be vulnerable, her life would be 
precarious and she was now at a risk for abuse by others.  

     When Jesus wept at the death of his friend Lazarus, He was weeping not only because of 
the death of an individual, but because of all the the sorrow, grief and suffering that 
accompanies the spiritual brokenness and physical death of all mankind.  The Lord’s great act 
of compassion for his friend Lazarus and for the widow of Nain manifests our salvation and 
provides a sign of hope in even the darkest moments of our lives in our fallen world.  Death, 
destruction, and decay in all their forms are the consequences of our personal and collective 
refusal to fulfill our vocation to live as those created in the image of God by becoming like Him 
in holiness.  We weep with the widow of Nain not only for losing loved ones, but also for losing 
what it means to be a human person as a living icon of God in a world that seems so far from 
manifesting the fullness of the heavenly reign.

     The good news of the Gospel is that the compassion of the Lord extends even to those who 
endure the most tragic and miserable circumstances and the most profound sorrows.  Purely 
out of love for His suffering children, the Father sent the Son to heal and liberate us from 
slavery to the fear of death through His Cross and glorious resurrection. The Savior touched 
the funeral bier and the dead man arose.  Christ’s compassion for us is so profound that He not 
only touched death, but entered fully into it, into a tomb, and into Hades, because He refused 
to leave us to self-destruction.  He went into the abyss and experienced the terror of the black 
night of the pit.  The Theotokos wept bitterly at His public torture and execution, not unlike 
mothers today who weep at the loss of their children.  When He rose victorious over death in all 
its forms, He provided the only true basis of hope that the despair of the grave will not have the 
last word on the living icons of God.  His Mother and the other Myrrh-Bearing Women were the 
very first to receive this unbelievably good news.

     The corruption that separates us from God and from one another takes many forms and the 
same is true of our healing and restoration.  The particular paths that we must follow in order to 
embrace Christ’s victory over death as distinctive persons will certainly vary.  But they must all 
be routes for gaining the spiritual clarity to learn to mourn our sins and take the steps that are 
best for our healing and restoration as whole persons in the world as we know it.  If we refuse 
to take those steps and simply wait passively to ascend someday into heavenly peace, we will 
only weaken ourselves even further as we refuse to do what is necessary to life up our hearts 
to receive the Lord’s healing.  There is no way around the truth that we must do the hard work 
of taking up our crosses and following Him, if we want to share in His blessed life.

     The Lord said, “Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be comforted” (Matt. 5:4).  His 
mercy on the widow of Nain provides us all a sign of the hope for eternal life that is ours in 
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Him.  In order to enter into the blessedness for which we hope, we must mourn our sins by 
embracing the difficult struggle to repent of them.  That is the only way that we may gain the 
spiritual strength to play our unique roles in conveying His comfort and blessing to those who 
suffer to the point of despair in our world of corruption.  The more that we unite ourselves to 
Christ in faith and faithfulness as we take up our crosses, the more that we will know the joy of 
His Kingdom even now and become instruments for bearing witness to His salvation, which is 
already breaking into the world as a “treasure in earthen vessels, that the exceeding greatness 
of power is from God, and not from us” (2 Cor. 4:7).  Amen.
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