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In last week’s sermon I explained that the Jewish sect of the Pharisees believed in a holiness 
by separation.  The very Hebrew word for holy, qadosh, ׁקדוש, means set apart or separated.  
Jesus is constantly reaching out to sinners to bring them to repentance.  For example, we saw 
how the Pharisees became scandalized and condemned Jesus because He invited Himself to 
the home of Zacchaeus the tax collector.  Jesus now relates a series of instructive parables to 
try to coax the Pharisees to try to understand the ministry of Jesus, that instead of shunning 
sinners, He is reaching out to them with love, and trying to inspire them to repent and return to 
God.  The Lord wants the Pharisees and the Jews who shared their views to imitate Him and to 
change their attitude towards those around them.   Ironically, the Pharisees, who considered 
themselves to be very holy, were hypocrites, full of pride, and judgmental of others.

     The Parable of the Prodigal Son contains a deeper meaning that is instructive for all of us as 
well.  The theme of today’s preparatory pre-Lenten Sunday is return to God.  The example is 
given to us today of a young man who asks his father for his inheritance early, and then 
squanders all of his inheritance in profligate and loose living.  When the money runs out, his 
new so-called “friends,” as well as the harlots he consorted with, abandon him and have no 
further use for him.  He ends up starving and living in a pig sty.  He laments that no one even 
offers him some of the pigs’ slop to quench his hunger.  He remembers and longs for the life he 
abandoned in the house of his father.  At home he did not cavort with harlots, nor did he revel 
in an overabundance of eating, drinking and partying.  In his father’s home he lived a simple, 
quiet and humble life working the farmland with his older brother.  At home he never suffered 
from want or hunger.  Maybe for him this life was dull and lackluster.  But he had peace, and he 
enjoyed the love and comfort of his father.  Assessing his current situation, he thinks about 
how even the servants in his father’s house live much better than he is right now.  The young 
man is faced with two choices.  He can remain where he is and feel remorse, or he can pick 
himself up and return home and ask for his father’s forgiveness.  He chooses to go home, not 
knowing how he will be received.

     When the father sees his son approaching from far off, he runs out to meet him.  In Middle 
Eastern culture, for the father to run out to his son would be considered undignified.  However, 
the father’s joy in seeing his beloved son overshadows any social mores or customs.  Father 
and son embrace in a tearful and emotional reunion.  The repentant and humbled son would be 
happy to live like one of his father’s hired servants.  Instead, however, the father orders that his 
son be dressed in the finest robe, that a ring be put on his finger, that the fatted calf be killed 
and that there be great celebration.  A son who was lost has returned home safe and sound, 
and he is restored to his former place and position. 

     We are all in some way like this young man.  We have also strayed from the house of our 
heavenly Father because of our sins, and as a result we have gone off to a strange land.  Like 
the prodigal son, we have shunned the peaceful and good life which our heavenly Father 
enjoins upon us.  The time is approaching when we will have to make a choice.  We can 
choose to remain remorseful and wallow in the filth of sin, or we can choose to repent and 
return to the house of our Father.  Our heavenly Father weeps for His lost children and always 
waits for their return with outstretched arms.  Because He loves us so much, it pains and 
grieves Him when we succumb to sin and temptation.  Let us make a deliberate choice to 
return to the house of our Father by repenting for our sins and by changing our attitudes and 
our way of life that in any way is not aligned with God.

     Sin and temptation may bring us some kind of superficial joy for a while, but eventually the 
illusory glamor and tinsel will disappear and we will realize that we are in a pig sty, covered with 
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filth, and starving for something better.  Only God can truly satisfy our hunger and quench our 
thirst.  That is the great lesson that we learn today.  Amen.
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