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In Matthew 25:35-40, our Savior reveals what the Lord will ask us on Judgment Day. The Lord
will ask us if we fed the hungry, if we clothed the naked, if we visited the sick, and if we visited
those who are in prison. In fact, this is so important, that the Lord says that when we do these
things for others, it is the same as if we did these things for Him (Matt. 25:40). Likewise, if we
neglect to do these things, then it is the same as if we neglected the Lord himself. Even we
were to offer the Lord the excuse that we do not have much, and therefore did not share much
with others, what excuse can we offer for not visiting the sick or those who are in prison?

In today’s Gospel, we heard about a very rich man who had every opportunity to share his
wealth for the needs of others. Although he had the means to share abundantly, he did not
even share a small portion with others. The rich man had five brothers who were also very
wealthy, and they likewise did absolutely nothing for the poor. A homeless and ill man named
Lazarus laid by the door to the rich man’s house. The rich man and his brothers totally ignored
Lazarus and offered him absolutely nothing. The rich man and his brothers are extreme
examples of self-love, greed, hedonism, and lack of care or concern for others or a human life.
These are cold-hearted pleasure loving people who don’t have an ounce of love in their stone
cold hearts.

It is obvious that the rich man never gave a thought about his eternal soul and that one day
he would die, that one day his pleasure loving and self-indulgent life would come to an end.
The day comes, as it will for all of us, and both Lazarus and the rich man die. Listen to the
radical difference between the Gospel’s description of the death of each of these individuals.
The Gospel describes the angels coming from heaven and carrying Lazarus’ soul to the bosom
of Abraham. Concerning the rich man, all the Gospel tersely says is that the rich man died and
was buried. Note also that we do not even know the name of the rich man. The names of the
righteous are recorded in the book of heaven and will be remembered forever. The names of
those who did not do good in this life will remain forever forgotten and unknown in the eternal
life beyond the grave.

It is curious how the rich man, now painfully aware of his sins and the reality of God’s truth,
believes that if Lazarus were to return to life, he could warn the rich man’s brothers, so that
they may repent and change their lives. How many times when we read the Gospel does our
Savior remind the Jews that if they knew the Father, then they would also know and recognize
the Son. If they truly knew and understood Moses and the Prophets, then they would have
received the Lord and believed in Him. The Jews claimed to know God, Moses, and the
prophets, but in reality their lifestyle and their hearts, just like the rich man and his brothers,
were the total opposite of the word of God and Holy Scripture. The Son of God Himself stood
before the Pharisees and the Jews and they did not recognize Him. In fact, they hated and
despised Him and conspired to have Him killed. Abraham answers the rich man’s request to
have Lazarus go to his brothers by basically saying that even if the Son of God Himself stood
before them and testified of the truth of God, they would not listen to Him. They, like the Jews,
already have Moses and the Prophets. If they will not listen to Moses and the Prophets, then
they will not listen to the Son of God Himself risen from the dead, and certainly not Lazarus
either, were he to return from the dead and go to them to try to warn them.

How many people dream about being wealthy? Just think about how many times you went
into a convenience store and saw someone buying an arm’s length of lottery tickets. How
many of them dream about buying expensive automobiles, a huge mansion, or perhaps taking
an expensive and luxurious trip? How many people, however wish that they had more, so that
they could share more abundantly with those who are in need, and do some good in this
world? The Lord said that it is hard for a rich man to enter the Kingdom of God (Matt. 19:24).
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There exists another treasure and wealth, and that is spiritual treasure, the treasure of the
heart. This treasure does not come from winning the lottery, an inheritance, or from having a
lucrative business or profession. The Lord tells us that this is the treasure that we should seek,
and not the treasure that will rust and some day turn to dust. The spiritual treasure that we
obtain in this life will accompany us into the next life, and will remain with us forever. Material
wealth will be left behind, and only the good deeds that we used that treasure for will
accompany us into the next life. Doing good for others and seeking first the Kingdom of God
and its righteousness (Matt. 6:33) is what being a Christian is all about. In the Book of
Revelation it says, “Be faithful unto death and | will give you the crown of life” (Rev. 2:10).
Amenl!
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