
SERMON ON THE PARABLE OF THE TWO DEBTORS 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 23, 2020 

Matthew 18:23-35 
By Archpriest Peter Olsen 

In today’s parable of the two debtors we learn about God’s relationship with us and about our 
relationship with our fellow human beings.  Furthermore, we learn about how the two 
relationships are connected and how they affect each other.  All of us fall short of the 
requirements of living the gospel and following the commandments of God.  Therefore, all of us 
are indebted to God and must hope and rely on His mercy, love and forgiveness.  Some people 
say that God is just.  St. Isaac the Syrian points out that God is not just.  If God truly was just, 
we would have been punished and perished long ago because of our sins.  It is not because of 
justice but out of love and mercy that our Savior voluntarily ascended the Cross and offered 
Himself as a sacrifice for our sins and shortcomings so that we would be able to inherit eternal 
life.  Every day, multiple times, all Christians say the Lord’s Prayer which include the words 
“forgive us our debts (trespasses) as we forgive our debtors.”  The correct translation of the 
Lord’s Prayer from the original Greek τά οφειλήματα ημών is “our debts” and not “our 
trespasses.”  Debts are not only financial but a debt can be emotional and spiritual.  For 
example, we might give someone a gift and expect the person to say ‘thank you.’  If we don’t 
receive the expected ‘thank you,’ then instead of the good natured and kind expression of gift 
giving our heart is filled with the poison of anger and displeasure.  When we do good deeds we 
should not expect anything in return, says our Lord.  Doing for others should not have the 
stipulation that they are now indebted to us and owe us something in return.  “Freely you have 
received, freely give” (Matt. 10:8).  The question for all of us is whether or not we live in accord 
with this commandment that we daily pray in the Lord’s Prayer.  If we don’t, then we are 
hypocrites and liars.  Metropolitan Hilarion of Volokolamsk points out that very often when we 
turn to God in prayer, we hope that the Lord will grant unto us something that we want or need.  
Very often we forget about God Himself and about how we need to be like Him and treat others 
the way that He treats us.  One priest who lived at the beginning of the 20th century said that 
“six times we pray ‘grant it O Lord’ and only one time we say ‘to Thee O Lord.’  We think less 
about what we can offer to God than about what we ask God to give or do for us.  Today’s 
parable is about offering to God ourselves, that we might treat others the way that God treats 
us.  We often expect others to forgive us, but it is difficult for us to forgive others.  The Lord 
doesn’t wait for us to follow His commandments, to repent for our sins, to show love and 
devotion to Him as our heavenly Father before He loves us.  However we choose to behave, 
our Lord loves us the same, unconditionally, as his sons and daughters.  The Lord expects us 
in the same way to love our fellow human beings as brothers and sisters.  If they love us or 
hate us, if they treat us with respect or if they mock and abuse us, if they give us gifts or not, if 
we give them gifts and they show gratitude or not, we are expected to love them the same 
unconditionally the same way that God loves us.  God is longsuffering.  Our Savior is patient 
with us when we sin and eagerly awaits our repentance.  His love is always there and He 
grieves for us when we succumb to temptation and fall away from the path of the gospel.  
Likewise we are expected to be longsuffering with others.  If they grieve or hurt us in any way, 
we must still love them just the same.  God is always quick to forgive and holds no grudges.  
Likewise we must imitate our Savior and always forgive and hold no grudges.  Our Savior 
teaches us that forgiveness must come from our hearts.  How many of us outwardly show 
politeness and act respectfully with others when inwardly we are cold and seething with hatred 
and wrath?  This is not fulfilling the Lord’s Prayer and this is not fulfilling the teaching of our 
Savior.  We all know and understand this in theory, but it is much harder to actually do it.  The 
forgiveness of debts must come not only from our mouth but from deep within the recesses of 
our hearts as well.  The path to the Kingdom of God is the path of mercy, love and forgiveness.  
Our Lord Jesus Christ Himself gives us the example of doing this.  As our Savior hung upon the 
Cross, He said, “Father!  Forgive them, for they know not what they are doing” (Luke 23:34).  In 

Page  of 1 2



the same way there are people who do not understand what they are doing, many who do not 
return good for good and break the Divine commandments.  We should not judge them but 
judge only ourselves.  We should not become angry with them and harbor in our hearts wrath 
and evil.  We should turn to the Lord with the same prayer which He said, when He was 
crucified, and then the Lord will forgive us.  Amen!    
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