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Casting a glance at the glorious and tragic history of the Fatherland, we discover that
prosperity came to our land every time the rulers turned towards God. When the people turned
away from the Lord, or the rulers were unfaithful to God, Russia suffered many hardships and
misfortunes, and the people of Rus’ were attacked by her enemies. Only the Lord, often and in
various ways, saved our country from danger by His miraculous power, and delivered her from
mighty opponents. This is what occurred with St. Alexander Nevsky, when hoards of knights
were humiliated by the Great Prince, who said, “God is not found in might, but in truth.” This
occurred for many ensuing centuries, when foreigners and those of other faiths tried to make
war with our land and the Lord gave our country rulers who understood that God is not to be
found in might, but in truth. They placed their hope not in human strength but on Divine truth,
and by this they were victorious. The union, based on this principle, of the spiritual authorities
and the civil authorities is what saved Holy Russia for many centuries, but when this unity
weakened, Rus’ collapsed. This was also the case during the times of the appanage
principalities1, and this was also the case in recent times.

Our people have been chosen by God in order to keep and guard the holy Orthodox faith.
Israel, in her time, was likewise chosen for the same purpose, in order to guard and keep the
faith in the One God. However, we read in the Old Testament that Israel repeatedly turned
away from God, began to serve false gods, and then the Lord removed His protecting and
sheltering right hand, and Israel fell into captivity, slavery, or was laid waste by foreigners. The
same thing happened with our people up until recent times, when many people turned away
from God, and when the rulers of our country rose up against Him. As a result, the Lord
permitted much hardship and misery to fall on our people.

Today, however, is the acceptable time and the day of salvation (2 Cor. 6:2) - the time when
the people and the civil authorities turn their gaze towards God, towards the eternal spiritual
values which have always been the basis of the spiritual and everyday well-being of Holy Rus’.

For many today, the example of the Holy Right-believing Great Prince Alexander Nevsky is a
guiding star. The struggle (poavig) of his life reminds us that it is possible to have great
authority and massive human power, and yet at the same time be a true, good, humble and
meek Christian, a person who does not use his authority in an evil way, does not pursue
wealth, but above all, seeks the Kingdom of God and His righteousness, and everything else
will be yours as well, according to the promise of our Savior (Matt. 6:33). Because of his great
faith, his humility, and his readiness to follow Christ, St. Alexander Nevsky received many
victories. He became an example to us of someone who dedicated his entire life to service of
the Fatherland, and even up until his death was an example of a truly righteous Christian,
taking before his death the Great Schema in order to be cleansed of his sins, and to be united
with the Lord.

Let us beseech the Right-believing Great Prince Alexander that he would protect our
country from enemies, preserve the unity of our Fatherland, and teach our people to never
again turn away from the commandments of God.

This church, consecrated to the Holy Right-believing Prince Alexander Nevsky, in its
greatness and magnificence, brings to mind the words of Holy Scripture: “Behold, the dwelling
of God is with men” (Rev. 21:3). It reveals the greatness of Holy Rus' and reminds us that the
Lord called us to the Church so that we could already in this life become partakers of the
Kingdom of God. The icons of the saints, who look upon us from the walls of this temple,
remind us of the unity of the earthly Church with the heavenly Church, which is still on a
journey, but already in the heavenly homeland, and directs our earthly paths towards it.
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1. Appanage principalities in Russia (udelnoye knyazhestvo) were smaller hereditary sub-
holdings carved out of major principalities for younger sons of ruling Rurikid princes during the
feudal fragmentation of the 12th to 15th centuries. This fragmentation resulted into political
weakness, making the fractured Russian lands vulnerable to external conquests, notably by the

Golden Horde.

Translated from the Russian by Archpriest Peter Olsen, 29 August, 20
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