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         A bishop cannot be a bishop and a priest cannot be a priest without a firm foundation in 
Orthodox theology.  It is not without reason that the candidate for the episcopacy not only 
reads and professes his faith in the creed during his consecration, but he furthermore reads a 
more diverse confession of the faith in which he lists and avows his faith in all of the dogmas of 
the Church.  These dogmas are the same which are listed in the anaphora (the central prayer of 
the consecration of the Holy Eucharist) which is read during the Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the 
Great.  The candidate for ordination also confesses his faithfulness to the church canons and 
Holy Tradition, because they are the pillars upon which Christ established the Holy Church.

     Our Holy Father and luminary St. Basil the Great is glorified because he stood firmly as a 
defender of the truth of the Church.  As such, he is numbered among the ranks of other great 
saints who are also known for their defense of the Orthodox faith, such as St. Mark of Ephesus 
and St. Maximos the Confessor.  Our father St. Basil did not allow himself to be swayed by the 
popular opinions and philosophies of the times, which at that time were defined by the Arian 
heresy.  Arius was a presbyter who taught that our Lord Jesus Christ was not Divine, but was 
created by God the Father.  Arius also denied the Divinity of the Holy Spirit, essentially denying 
the dogma of the Holy Trinity.  From the very beginning sincere and saintly Christians 
understood in their hearts and minds the truth of the Christian faith and understood and 
believed that God revealed Himself to us as Holy Trinity.  During St. Basil’s lifetime these truths 
were still being defined and explained in theological writings.  This was the golden age of the 
Holy Fathers.  St. Basil, along with St. Gregory the Theologian, who was his best friend and 
with whom he studied in university, and St. Gregory of Nyssa, who was St. Basil’s brother, are 
among the greatest of the Holy Fathers who left us a patristic legacy in writing and by the 
examples of their lives in order to help us to rightly understand the teachings of the Christian 
faith.

     Truth is not measured in  numbers.  St. Basil was elected as Archbishop of the see of 
Caesarea in Cappadocia in 370, which was a huge diocese.  He was responsible for fifty 
bishops who served under him, and almost all of them had gone over to the Arian heresy.  St. 
Basil wasted no time by entering into the battle to confirm the Faith and bring his clergy and 
assistant bishops into line.  He preached to his people daily morning and evening and 
introduced many pious customs which he had observed among the Christians of Egypt and 
Syria.  The Emperor Valens, who was an Arian, saw that the metropolis of Caesarea alone 
stood apart and rejected Arianism as a heresy.  He sent the Prefect Modestus to try to win 
Basil over with promises and flattery.  Having failed in this, the Prefect resorted to threats of 
confiscation, exile, torture and death.  Our Holy Father St. Basil replied, “You will have to find 
something else to threaten me with, because you won’t achieve your purpose with any of those 
things. You cannot confiscate my possessions, for I have none, unless you want to take the 
threadbare clothes I am wearing and a handful of books.  As for exile, I don’t know what it is, 
since I am not attached to any place; the place where I live does not belong to me, and I would 
consider myself at home whatever my place of exile; or rather, I regard the whole earth as 
belonging to God and consider myself a sojourner wherever I happen to be.  As for torture, 
where will you begin?  I haven’t a body strong enough to survive it…And I will accept death as 
a favor, for it will bring me all the sooner to God for whom I live, for whom my sighs have long 
been directed.”  Amazed and disarmed, the Prefect admitted that he had never had to deal 
with words like these.  “That is because you have never had to deal with a BISHOP,” Basil 
replied.  Healed of an illness by the prayer of St. Basil, Modestus later became his friend and 
attentive admirer.
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     Such was our Holy Father St. Basil who the Church has glorified for more than fifteen 
centuries.  If the dogmas of the Church were not important, If what Arius taught, that our Savior 
Jesus Christ was not fully God, then why do we go to church and why do we receive Holy 
Communion?  If Christ is not God—then what is the essence of Christianity?  How does it differ 
from any other religion or moral philosophical teaching?  If Christ is not God — what is the 
difference between the Gospel and the Quran, the Bhagavad Gita or any other religious books?  
The essence of Christianity and its power of salvation is that Christ was God incarnate.  He is 
equal to the Father in His Divinity, and as a man He is one of us, He is part of the human race.  
The salvation gifted to us by Christ is based on this, this is what it consists of.  To deny this 
salvation, the Divinity of Christ, is to deny the essence of Christianity.  That is why it was so 
important to stand against the Arian heresy and to protect the true faith.  This is only one 
example of why EVERY dogma of the Orthodox Christian faith is important, and why it is 
important to stand against any false teaching which contradicts the dogmas of the Faith.

     Let us always protect and be loyal to the dogmas of the Holy Orthodox faith.  Let us never 
allow ourselves to be tempted by the spirit of the times, by the philosophies and practices of 
the times we live in, even if these teachings are followed by the majority of the people around 
us, realizing that the truth is not defined by numbers, but by the Holy Gospel, the Holy Canons, 
Holy Tradition, and the teachings of the Holy Fathers, such as our Holy Father and Heavenly 
Protector St. Basil the Great.  Holy Father St. Basil the Great pray unto God for us!  Amen!  
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