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Fr. Alexander Schmemann said that there are two fundamental reductions, deviations, and
lies concerning Christianity which consist of subordinating Christianity to the needs of the
world. “Christianity, the Church, and of course Christ Himself are understood as those who,
first of all, solve our human, historical, national, social, cultural, or any other problems. And
when the Church does not oblige, she’s proclaimed to be irrelevant. The second reduction, the
second lie, is a therapeutic reduction. This one is the opposite of the first one. This time,
instead of solving social or cultural problems, the Church must solve my personal problems.”

The Lord gave us the opposite example of trying to escape the social and personal
problems of life that we face in the world. Our Savior descended into the waters of the Jordan
just like everyone else, and He gets just as wet as anyone else who did so. We enter into the
waters of Holy Baptism in order to be sanctified and cleansed of our sins. This would not be
possible unless our Savior Himself first submitted to Baptism, not so that He would be
sanctified, but so that He would sanctify the waters. In doing this, our Savior sanctified not
only the river Jordan, but all the rivers, and all the waters — the entire earth and all of creation.
The next step was that human beings needed to have life restored to them, the life which had
been lost after the disobedience of our ancestors Adam and Eve. In other words, the next step
was that human beings needed to have their humanness restored to them. In order to
accomplish this our Savior voluntarily submitted to death on the Cross. Instead of agreeing
with those in the world who want to live a hedonistic life of pleasures, who consider the
problems of life to be merely an irrelevant and unnecessary annoyance, and who seek a god
and a religion that will deliver them from their problems so that they may eat, drink and be
merry, our Savior instead says, “He who wishes to follow me, let him deny himself, take up his
cross, and follow me” (Matt. 16:24). Instead of solving our problems for us, the Lord instructs
us to face our problems and to struggle with them, because this is the only way for us to
become sanctified and delivered from sin. Instead of avoiding the turbulent waters of life, we
should jump right in and learn how to swim. We must “fight the good fight,” as St. Paul says,
as faithful warriors (“hoplites”1) of the Lord. The world does not want this, so it rejects the
Lord, tells Him that He is irrelevant, and says, “We don’t want Him, and we don’t need Him.

Let Him die”

Every year the priest visits us and blesses our homes with the holy water which was
sanctified on Theophany after the Divine Liturgy. We need water in order to live. The earth
needs water in order to become fertile, bearing fruit and giving life to animals of all kinds. We
wash with water and use it to maintain cleanliness and health. The lack of water has greatly
hampered firefighters’ attempt to combat the current fires we are witnessing in the great Pacific
Palisades in California. Without water we become weak and die, as do other creatures. When
we bless holy water, we restore water to its intended place, to its original role in giving life and
cleansing impurities. These are fulfilled in baptism, by which the Lord shares His eternal life
with us and washes away our corruption. Here we see the purpose of water, and creation
itself, fulfilled.

When we bless a home, or anything else, with holy water, God restores it to its natural state,
to its place in fulfilling God’s purposes in creation. And since our homes are where we and our
families live each day, how could we not want that blessing on our marriages, our children, and
the physical space where we offer our lives to the Lord? When we bless our homes, we join
what is most important to us to Christ’s healing and restoration of the entire universe. We
make our daily lives a liturgy, an entrance into the Kingdom of Heaven.

We cannot stop there, however. We will not find salvation in isolation, but as persons who
share a common life in Christ. To be in a loving relationship with others is a key dimension of
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what it means to be a human being in the image and likeness of God. This holy love was
revealed to us at the Lord’s baptism in the loving relationship between God the Father and His
Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. When the priest blesses our homes, we find strength to make our
families and our lives icons of the fulfillment of God’s gracious purposes. That is only a start,
however, as we must intentionally turn away from darkness in all its forms to become radiant
with the light of Christ. In other words, we must repent. That us ultimately how to celebrate
this great feast, by offering every dimension of our lives to the Lord such that we become living
epiphanies of His salvation in the world as we know it. The point is not to escape the world,
but to contribute to its sanctification by becoming sanctified ourselves. Amen.

1. A word used by St. Paul in his epistles, they were Citizen-soldiers of the ancient Greek city-
states
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