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A chunk of European history is a chronicle of almost constant warfare between the various
European nations. Traditionally, although this is no longer the case today, the European
nations, especially when they were ruled by monarchies, considered themselves Christian
nations. Some were Roman Catholic, some were Protestant, and in Eastern Europe, primarily
Orthodox. The various denominations of Christian Churches played a huge role in all aspects
of society and government. It strikes one as odd that carrying the Cross as one’s banner,
claiming to rule and live by the Gospel, these empires constantly rode into battle butchering
their fellow human beings in the struggle for territorial domination and power. In the study of
these wars, one is struck by the lack of regard for human life, as well as the impetus to declare
war for the most astonishing and meritless reasons.

There was only one King in human history whose message was one of peace, love, and who
held the highest regard for life that is humanly or divinely possible ~ our Lord, God, and Savior
Jesus Christ. This King and His disciples and apostles waged war, but their war did not seek
territorial or political gain or power. The domination they sought was not over governments but
the domination of good over evil. They did not carry the traditional weapons of swords, or
gunpowder, or firearms. The weapons they carried were far more powerful — the sword of the
spirit of truth, the shield of righteousness, and the protection and power of the Holy Spirit. This
King was far more successful in conquering souls than all the European nations put together in
their quest for world domination. His disciples never caused anyone to shed even one drop of
blood, but this King, his apostles, and countless disciples throughout the ages have shed rivers
and oceans of their blood at the hands of their enemies. The more blood they shed, the more
powerful they became and the more souls they conquered. The opposite was true for the
European Kings and their armies who, when decimated, lost territory, power; and sometimes
even their very existence as a monarchy or as a nation came to an end.

No matter how fiercely they were persecuted throughout the ages, even up until our own
day, the disciples of the heavenly King have always survived and endured. All attempts to
obliterate the disciples of the heavenly King have been in vain, because the power of this King
is not of this world. When the children of European Kings were born, there was always much
fanfare and hoopla. When the heavenly King was born, it was in obscurity. There wasn’t even
room in any inn when his mother’s time came, and she was taken to a cave where the animals
lived in order to give birth to the heavenly King, laying in a pile of straw in the manger. Three
wise men traveled far from their Eastern homeland in order to worship and offer humble gifts to
the new-born heavenly King. Simple shepherds in the fields, tending their flocks, adored the
heavenly King. No magnificent orchestra played, but instead a choir of heavenly angels
hovered over the manger in order to sing the adoration of the new-born King.

The European kings were very proud of their lineage and could boast a succession of blue-
bloods going back generations. Only the heavenly King could claim God as His Father. The
European kings wore golden crowns of precious stones and the finest garments of the most
costly materials. The only crown that the heavenly King ever wore was a crown of thorns. His
garments were a simple tunic and sandals. The European kings received the finest educations
in the finest universities in the world. The heavenly King did not possess any academic
degrees, yet His wisdom was exponentially greater than all of the wisest academics and
scholars of the world combined. The European kings sat on golden thrones and pedestals and
demanded that others bow down to them and serve them. The heavenly King washed the feet
of His disciples and came into this world not to be served, but to serve mankind. Instead of
sitting on a golden throne, the heavenly King ruled with His hands and feet nailed to a cross.
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Brothers and sisters, let us hearken to the words that we sing in church to “put not our trust
in men, in whom there is no salvation”, but to put our trust in God. Let our battles be for the
conquering of sin and the pursuit of virtue, goodness, and righteousness. Let us not seek to
be served, but instead let us serve others. Let our anthem be the angelic song that we will
hear next week, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.”
Amen!

And suddenly there was withsthe angel a
multitude of the heavenly host pralsing God,
and saying; Glorigso God in the highest, and on

carth peace, good will toward men
Luke 2:13-14
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