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On the Feast of Theophany the priest performs the service of the Great Blessing of Water. This
is an awesome, sacramental and grace-filled act. Many theologians would have no problem
considering this as the eighth sacrament. When this service is performed, as with all of the
sacraments of the Church, one feels the power and grace of God to such an extent, that it is
like stepping into another dimension, another existence, another world. Physically we are still
present in this world with all of its cares, burdens, pains, injustices, and sorrows. Spiritually, we
transcend all of this, and we catch a glimpse of that heavenly realm where there is no longer
sickness, sadness or sorrow, but life everlasting. All of this was made possible with the
incarnation, the putting on of human flesh of the second person of the Holy Trinity, our Lord
Jesus Christ, “light of light, true God of true God, begotten of the Father, by Whom all things
were made.” All of this was made possible because we descended into the holy waters of
baptism and emerged as new human beings, sanctified by the grace of the Holy Spirit.

Life in this world doesn’t change much. The First World War was called “the war to end all
wars,” yet there was a second world war, and today the bombs are still dropping from the
skies. Wouldn’t it be nice if instead of hauling missiles and guns ships brought food and some
clothing? Wouldn't it be nice if anyone with two strong hands could earn a decent wage that
would be enough to provide adequately for a family anywhere and at any time? Wouldn't it be
nice if our prisons and mental hospitals weren’t so full? Wouldn'’t it be nice if there weren’t so
many people living on the street? Wouldn’t it be nice if our children stopped shooting our
children? We all know the expression “time flies.” The expression takes on a new meaning
when someone who is 99 years old tells you that it feels like only yesterday when he was in his
twenties and just starting out in his life in this crazy world. | mentioned some of the tragedies
of life. It wouldn’t be fair if | didn’t mention some of the joys of life: the bright sunshine, the
laughter of children, the love of a young couple, the feeling of a crisp fresh breeze on your
cheek, and the fragrance of a bouquet of roses. Sometimes we forget that this life, in all of its
ugliness and in all of its beauty passes quickly. No matter what we believe or how we feel
about things, the clock keeps on ticking and the hands on the clock keep on turning.

In today’s Gospel we read that after our Savior was baptized He began to preach, saying
“Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.” When St. John the Baptizer preached in the
wilderness, he also said, “Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.” The Greek term for
repentance, metanoia, denotes a change of mind, a reorientation, a fundamental transforma-
tion of outlook, of man's vision of the world and of himself, and a new way of loving others and
God. While the world may not change much, our Savior has gifted us with the ability to change
ourselves as individuals. To use the Greek word spoken by the Lord, our Savior makes it
possible for us to repent. The cynic who does not believe in God says that everything will
come to an end when he’s gone and he becomes just another grave in a field. The fool
pretends that this life will never end and lives for earthly pleasures and wealth. The Christian
knows in his heart that life does not end with death, that we will all rise from the grave and live
forever in the Kingdom of God. The Christian walks through this life hand in hand with the Lord
and has faith and courage. The Christian orders his life according to the commandments of
God. And when the Christian fails to live according to his high calling, then he repents. The
Christian knows that he can and must repent now, for he knows and understands that in the
next life he will not have the opportunity to repent.

Yes, on Theophany we glimpsed that joy and beauty that awaits those who love God and
who repent. May the love of God, and the grace and gift of the Holy Spirit be with all of us,
now, and forever, amen.



