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When our Savior and the disciples encounter a man born blind, the disciples ask the Lord,
“Who sinned? This man or his parents that he was born blind?” While it is true that sin can
lead to not only spiritual but physical illness, in this case, the suggestion that the man or his
parents might be the cause makes no sense. First of all, how can a child in his mother’'s womb
sin? Secondly, what sort of God would punish a new-born child with blindness because of the
sins of his parents? Even the Old Testament Hebrews understood the foolishness of such
notions. For example, Moses said, “The father shall not die for the child” (Deut. 24:16). The
best example is that of our righteous forefather, the patriarch Job, who suffered so much, not
on account of any sin, and yet remained faithful to God, despite the iliness and all the
misfortune that he suffered. We are living in a fallen world, and as a result, now death and
illness are part of this world.

Our Lord answers the disciples by saying that the works of God are to be made manifest in
the blind man. God created man from the earth. Reminiscent of this, the Lord takes sail,
makes a sort of clay with it by mixing it with His spittle, and plasters the blind man’s eyes with
it. This action was, of course, not necessary in order for the Lord to give sight to the blind
man. It was a demonstration of who He is, that He is the One Who created man and heaven
and earth and all that exists therein. As if the Lord were creating Adam, He is sort of re-
creating this man and correcting the blindness, so that now the man will have sight.

God has given us many blessings, but many of them we take for granted. We are often
taught that the measure of success of a person is how many automobiles you own, or what
type of house you live in. From our youth perhaps we pursue these things, and simultaneously
every day we take for granted the fact that we have sight, that we can hear, that we can speak,
that we can walk. How many people cannot see? How many people cannot walk? How many
blind people, if they had ten automobiles or the largest mansion imaginable, would gladly give
away these things in order to be able to see? And while we are thinking about sight, how many
beautiful and incredible things there are that we can see [that the blind cannot see], such as the
lush green grass, a bouquet of flowers, or a rich blue sky? And how many times do we take all
of this beauty and magnificence for granted, and walk around as if we were wearing blinders,
and just complain, or find fault about the most pettiest of things?

The blind man receives more than just his physical sight. Greater than this, the man who
had formerly been blind is how illumined with spiritual sight. The Lord reveals to the man that
He is the Son of God, and the man worships Him. Three main reasons that there is so much
evil in the world today are that people do not pray, people no longer have the fear of God, and
people are not obedient. The blind man displays an excellent example of obedience. After the
Lord places the plaster of mud and clay on the man’s eyes, the Lord instructs him to go wash
in the pool of Siloam. How many of us would do this? Remember, it wasn’t the blind man who
asked the Lord for help. It was the Lord who approached the blind man, and not the blind man
who approached the Lord. The blind man willingly and obediently allows this stranger to smear
a concoction of mud all over his eyes. Then, the blind man does not hesitate to obey the Lord
and make a fool of himself by walking through the streets like this, for everyone to gape at him,
and point their fingers at him, and whisper and gossip about him, as he follows the Lord’s
instructions to go wash in the pool of Siloam. The blind man could have protested, he could
have wiped the mud off of his eyes, he could have chosen to disobey the Lord and remain
seated by the road. And if he did, he would have remained blind as well. But because he had
humility, faith and obedience, he received his sight, and furthermore, he received salvation.

The Pharisees interrogate the man and his parents in order to dismiss the miracle as a fake
and to denigrate the Lord. The Pharisees have no interest in the truth. They have already
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made up their minds, so now they are trying to create a false narrative of the truth. The man
who was healed may have been born blind, but he had much more sight in his heart than the
Pharisees who were the real blind ones, who although they could see with their physical eyes
were spiritually blind and walking in darkness.

Jesus says, “l am the light of the world.” In all troubles and temptations that we may
encounter in our lives, may we also respond with the fear of God, with faith, and with humble
obedience. And in doing so, may the Lord place His clay on the eyes of our hearts, and may
we also go and wash in the pool of Siloam, whatever form it may take and wherever it may be
in our lives, so that we too may always have the light of God shining in our lives, and illumining
our spiritual eyes with His Divine grace and truth. Amen!
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