SUNDAY OF THE LAST JUDGMENT
Love and Kindness ~ the Most Excellent Way
Epistle: 1 Cor. 8:8-9:2, Matthew 25:31-46
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| would like to share with you one example of the countless times Elvis Presley showed
kindness and generosity towards others. There was a woman who lived in Memphis who had
been born without legs. In spite of this, she was married, had raised a family, and was even
helping to raise her grandchildren. She was the quintessential housewife and mother, and she
kept her house immaculately clean and in order. The way this woman got around was by
pulling herself on a piece of wood which had roller skates attached to the bottom. When Elvis
heard about her, he bought the most expensive electric wheelchair that money could buy.
Accompanied by his wife Priscilla and his friends, Elvis brought the wheelchair to the woman’s
home. When her husband summoned her to the door and she saw the wheelchair, she
understood everything. Shedding profuse tears of joy, she kept saying, “Oh my! Oh my!”
Soon everyone was crying, including Elvis and his entourage. Elvis and a friend lifted the
woman and placed her in the wheelchair, and she was able to sit up in it. Elvis said to her,
“Ma’am, they explained to me in the store how to use this, but | can’t remember what they told
me. What | can tell you is that you can get around wherever you want and get there fast, and
we just wanted you to have it.” The woman just kept weeping and repeating “Oh my! Oh my!,”
and she tried out all the fancy knobs and switches on her new wheelchair. It was just too
emotional for all of them, so at that point Elvis and his group left. Someone said, “Elvis, | don’t
think she knew who you were.” Elvis said, “It doesn’t matter. She knows someone cares.”

Mr. Rogers said that there are three ways to achieve ultimate success. "The first way to
ultimate success is to be kind. The second way is to be kind. The third way is to be kind.” The
Holy Gospel teaches us today that the eternal fate of our souls depends upon how much
kindness, love, and care we extended to others in our lifetime. Caring for others and loving
others begins with caring for ourselves and loving ourselves. Remember the very important
message that Mr. Rogers gave all of the children at the end of every show: “You’ve made this
day a special day, by just your being you. There’s no person in the whole world like you, and |
like you just the way you are.” We must consider ourselves worthwhile before we can
appreciate the worth in others. Our Lord said that the world will know that we are His disciples
by the love we have for each other (John 13:35). St Paul said, “I will show you the most
excellent way...love is kind” (1 Cor. 12:31,13:4). Saying “yes” means extra work and may
seem to only help someone else. However, what you may not be aware of is that the greatest
way to experience joy and happiness in life is by doing something kind for someone else. The
Lord said, “If you did it to the least of these my brethren, you did it to me. And if you did it not
to these the least of these my brethren, you did it not to me.” Our Lord also said, “It is better to
give than to receive” From time to time we all need help, and during difficult times it helps to
have those who love us around us and supporting us. Be thankful for those who have taken
the time and care to show love to you and help you. Now pass it on and show love and be
helpful to others as well. Mr. Rogers said that “We live in a world in which we need to share
responsibility. It’s easy to say ‘It’s not my child, not my community, not my world, not my
problem.” Then there are those who see the need and respond. | consider those people my
heroes.” Imagine what our world would be like if everyday everyone said one kind word to
someone else, or did one kind thing for someone else.

So there it is my brethren. If this is what Judgment Day is all about, then it doesn’t seem
very scary or hard to me. God is love, mercy, and forgiveness. Doesn’t it make sense that our
eternal life and eternal happiness would be based on how good a job we did in our lives
imitating our Lord and inculcating these virtues — love, mercy, kindness, and caring? | think
that our Lord makes Himself perfectly clear. There is nothing more important in life for us to do

Page 1 of 2



than to feed the hungry, to clothe the naked, and to visit those who are sick and in prison, in a
word, to help those who are in need. The opportunities for us to help others are endless. Let
us all, with God’s help, from this day forward, start to do a better job fulfilling the task given to

us by our Lord Himself. And let us never, not even for a moment, ever forget that it is based on
this that we will be judged on that final day. Amen.
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