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St. Spyridon bishop of Trimithus on the island of Cyprus (270-348) was humble,
uneducated, but a spiritual giant who had great love and care for the people entrusted to him.
Once there was a particularly severe drought on Cyprus. The poorer people came to St.
Spyridon and complained that their crops of wheat were ruined. The rich had storehouses of
grain, but they would not share their abundance with those who were now in need. St.
Spyridon comforted his people, and told them not to worry. Soon the wheat will flow through
the streets and everyone will have more than enough food. The people smiled and thought,
“Our bishop means well and he has a kind heart, but he is a simple man and uneducated.
Imagine, soon the wheat will flow through the streets.” And so they departed, worried, but
trusting in the holy prayers of their bishop. Instead of chastising the rich and asking them to
share their grain, St. Spyridon turned to God for help. He prayed that God would send rain.
The Lord heard the prayers of the holy bishop. The heavens opened and there was a deluge of
rain. There was so much rain, that the storehouses of the rich became flooded and burst, and
literally, the abundance of grain flowed through the streets. The rich acknowledged that they
could not save their grain, so now they gladly told those in need to take whatever grain they
needed.

In today’s parable there is a rich man who has been blessed with an abundance of grain.
One year his crop was so bountiful, that he did not even have room in his storehouses for the
extra grain. Faced with this dilemma, he decided to build bigger granaries to store the extra
wheat. He fantasized that now he could take his ease, and eat, drink, and be merry, having
accumulated enough grain to last for many years. However, the unexpected happened. That
very night the Lord came to him and said “Fool! This night your soul is required of you; and the
things you have prepared, whose will they be?” It is ironic and sad that the wealthy people of
Cyprus who were Orthodox Christians decided to ignore this parable and imitate the rich man
of this parable in his foolishness. Obviously they were Christian in name but not in deed.
People who are very selfish, self-centered and addicted to the riches and pleasures of this life
do not think very much about the word of God and the important lessons in the Holy Gospel.
Many people think that they will live forever and never get sick. And one day their deluded little
world will come crashing down upon them.

In the novel “A Christmas Carol” by Charles Dickens, there is another stingy man named
Ebenezer Scrooge. He spends his entire life amassing wealth. In his youth he was engaged to
a wonderful young lady, but she broke the engagement when she realized that accumulating
wealth was more important to him than having a family. His spiritual sickness of greed
worsened as he grew older. As a young man he still had a chance to change his life, but he
went down a dark path and now he was a bitter and lonely old man. He is given a great gift by
God. He is permitted to see the ending in store for him. Among other things, he sees his
death. While still laying on his deathbed, the poor ransack his house, and even steal the
blanket covering his cold and dead body. They even mock and laugh at him, saying, “He
doesn’t need the blanket anymore.” In the end this is what often happens to the useless
possessions that people amass. And money that is hoarded by the stingy and greedy will be
spent by others. Of what use was it to Scrooge, who lived a dreary, lonely, and bitter life,
hating everyone and everything in it? Even his funeral and burial was hardly attended, almost
no one caring for him in death the way he cared for no one in life. However, fortunately for
Scrooge, although he has wasted most of his life, in the end he repents and is saved, changing
his ways and sharing his wealth with extended family and with those in need. From a cynical
man filled with hatred and indifference he blossoms into a man of joy and peace, because now
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he shares with others abundantly, he gives instead of hoards, and he shows kindness and love
instead of selfishness and indifference to the suffering of others.

Once when our Savior was sitting by the Temple in Jerusalem, He watched as the wealthy
came and donated to the Temple treasury. They had so much that their tithe, their one tenth,
was hardly felt because they were so rich. They were very proud and thought that they were
very generous and believed that they were doing a great thing by giving their one tenth. Then
Jesus saw a poor widow who put two copper coins into the treasury. If her tithe was 2 copper
coins, that meant that her entire worth was only 20 copper coins. One denarius, or one copper
coin was worth one day’s labor, or about $50 in today’s money. Therefore , her entire worth
was about $1000 and her tithe was $100. That left her $900 to live on, in today’s money, for
the rest of the year. When Jesus beheld this, He said, “Truly | tell you, this poor widow has put
in more than all of them; for they all contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her
poverty put in all the living that she had” (Luke 21:3).

At the end of today’s Gospel, the Lord exhorts us to be “rich towards God.” What does that
mean? It means that we can choose spiritual poverty, forget about God and His teachings and
be selfish and self-centered like the wealthy Cypriotes in the time of St. Spyridon. It means
that we can be satisfied by being legalistic and giving the bare minimum. Or we can choose to
be spiritually rich by showing kindness, love, and generosity, and giving abundantly out of our
hearts. It means that we can offer to God, the Church, and our neighbor, like a whole burnt
offering, our first fruits in proportion to the abundance of the blessings given to us by God.

Any day and any hour our end may come and the Lord will come to us. Will we be prepared to
make a reckoning? The question is, will the Lord utter those horrible and terrible words “Fool!
This night your soul is required of you and you are not prepared!”, or will He say, “Well done,
thou faithful servant, enter into the joy of the Lord” (Matthew 25:21). The choice is ours. Let us
make the right choice, let us be “rich towards God.” Amen.
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