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The parable of the sower and the seeds was given not only to encourage listeners with
honest and goods hearts to fulfill the word of God more zealously or unto greater perfection in
virtue, but also so that people who are dissolute, neglectful, hard-hearted, and filled with
passions might be prompted to take heed, listen attentively to the word of God, and work out
their salvation with fear. The grace of God can change any heart for the better, accomplishing
the miracle of salvation in any man, if only he would believe, desire to be saved, seek salvation,
and admit the abyss of his sins, as well as the abyss that his sins have created between
wanton sinners and God; if only he would submit himself to God’s saving grace and not push
aside the saving hand of God.

St. Antony the Great (250-356) was a Christian ascetic and hermit, one of the first to flee to
the Egyptian desert in order to live the Gospel. One day in church he heard the reading of
these words from the Gospel: If you would be perfect, go, sell what you possess and give to
the poor, then come and follow me (Matt. 19:21). Convinced that these words were addressed
to him in alone, he lost no time in dividing all of his property among his neighbors, selling all of
his possessions and distributing the proceeds to the poor, having set aside a sufficient portion
for the maintenance of his sister. On another occasion he heard the Gospel reading: Take no
thought for the morrow (Matt.6:34). He renounced the world once and for all, gave away what
goods remained to him, entrusted the care of his sister to a pious woman, and embraced the
monastic life. St. Antony the Great, along with St. Pachomius, is considered to be the father of
Christian monasticism.

The Grand Prince Rastko of Serbia (the future St. Sava (1175-1235) was the third son of the
pious Grand Prince Stephen Nemanja of Serbia. When he was sixteen his parents urged him
to marry with a future of royal power awaiting him, but his love for God was greater than the
attraction of worldly glory. Having met an Elder from the Holy Mount Athos, Rastko listened to
the Elder’s stories of the angelic and heavenly life led by the monks in the Garden of the
Mother of God. All of the prince’s hesitations deriving from filial love were put aside when the
Elder reminded him of the Lord’s words from the Holy Gospel: He who loves his father or his
mother more than Me is not worthy of me (Matt. 10:37). Having put aside all hesitations, young
Rastko secretly went to the Holy Mountain where he was eventually tonsured as a monk and
reached great heights and sanctity in the spiritual life. St. Sava is the first archbishop of Serbia
and is revered as the greatest Serbian Orthodox saint.

In 1794 ten missionary monks arrived in Kodiak, Alaska, sent by the Empress Catherine the
Great of Russia. The seeds of the Holy Gospel were planted among the native Alaskans, and
Orthodox Christianity flourished. Cathedrals with three altars, an abundance of beautiful
churches, bilingual schools, and orphanages were built. In June of this year, Righteous Olga of
Kwethluk, Matushka of All Alaska, a native Alaska and Orthodox Matushka, was glorified as a
saint by the OCA. Today, while other Christian denominations in America are losing members,
the Orthodox Church is the fasting growing Church in North America.

What do we need to do in order for the the seed of the word of God which is planted within
us to take root and bear fruit in our lives? The Lord waits for us to open our hearts to him and
embrace His word in our spirit. The Lord works in and through us, but we must first open the
door of our hearts to Him. The Lord offers Himself to us, waiting for us to offer ourselves to
Him. Water the seed with the tears of repentance, and fertilize the seed with prayer. Love,
kindness, and forgiveness are the nutrients that make the seed healthy, whereas hatred, pride,
and judging others makes our hearts cold and causes the seed to wither and die.

Let us therefore open our hearts to God. Let us embrace humility and love so that our
hearts may be that rich and good soil in which the seed of the Gospel can take root, grow, and

Page 1 of 2



flourish. May the Lord help us to be better disciples of Christ and teach us how to keep His
holy commandments. May we fulfill the the Lord’s teaching and hold fast His word in a good
and honest heart and bring forth an abundance of fruit in patience. Amen.

THE FIRST ORTHODOX MISSIONARIES
SAIL FROM RUSSIA TO ALASKA
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